
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 
   
  

December Field Trip: 
Lake Lizzie Preserve Marsh Loop 

 

 
 

Join Pine Lily Chapter Dec. 15 for an exploration of Lake 
Lizzie Conservation Area’s Marsh Loop (last month, we 
did the North Loop). Our chapter’s Conservation 
Committee Chair, Sandy Webb, will lead a hike through 
terrain where several unique and important species, 
such as gopher tortoises, sandhill cranes, osprey, 
limpkins and wood storks, have been observed. Listed 
plant species, such as hooded pitcher plant, sand holly, 
cinnamon fern and the big yellow milkwort, are also 
found here. Please register at this Eventbrite page so 
we know who plans to attend. For more information on 
this and other events, visit our Facebook events page.  

 
 
 

 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

Pine Lily Chapter          
Please note: There will not be a December meeting. Happy holidays! 

 

 

Upcoming Events  
  

 Dec. 15: Field trip — Lake Lizzie Preserve Marsh Loop 

 Jan. 24: Chapter meeting — Osceola County 
Environmental Lands Conservation Program 

 January field trip: Information pending  
 

NOTE: There will be no December chapter meeting, due 
to the upcoming holidays. 
 

For additional event information, check out our Facebook 
events page by clicking here.  

News & Notes 
December 2018 

 

Jan. 24 Chapter Meeting: 
Environmental Lands Conservation Program 

 

The Environmental Lands Conservation Program in 
Osceola County was established with a voter-endorsed  
ad valorem funding source to acquire and manage 
environmentally significant lands. With this funding, the 
county was able to issue bonds to purchase nearly 3,300 
acres of land for water resource protection, wildlife 
habitat, public green space, and resource-based passive 
recreation.  
 

Next month, Osceola County Public Lands Manager Bob 
Mindick will share information and answer questions 
about this important program. The Jan. 24 chapter 
meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. at the Kissimmee Utility 
Authority building located at 1701 W. Carroll St. in 
Kissimmee. Please join us! 
 

Chapter Challenge: It’s Time for the Annual  
FNPS Donation Appeal 

 

Florida Native Plant Society President Susan Carr has 
issued a match challenge, which means that any donation 
made due to the annual appeal letter would be effectively 
doubled up to $5,000.  
 

Pine Lily wants to amplify that by adding $100 to the 
match challenge. We challenge all FNPS chapters to add 
what they are able to contribute and notify Valerie 
Anderson (communications@fnps.org) of the amount.  

 

 
. 

If every chapter added $100 to the 
challenge, that would add $3,600 to 
Susan’s $5,000, for a total of $8,600. That 
would almost double what FNPS usually 
raises during the annual appeal. 
 



 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

Let’s keep in touch! 

Click the icons below to visit Pine Lily Chapter 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages.  

 

                 
 

The Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida Native  
Plant Society serves Osceola County  

and surrounding communities. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Ordinances restricting gardens in front yards reflect 
a reliance on outdated standards of landscaping 
that favor manicured green lawns that are 
ecologically sterile and provide little habitat for 
native bees, butterflies and birds.   
 

Pine Lily Chapter Policy and Legislation Committee 
Chair Valerie Anderson recently wrote an 
informative piece on the Florida Native Plant 
Society’s blog addressing this very issue. Check it 
out and learn about the Florida Senate Bill 82: 
Vegetable Gardens, which could increase your 
ability to grow tomatoes in your own front yard, 
regardless of where you live in the state.  
 

 

What Does Conservation Mean to You? 
The first in a two-part series by Pine Lily Conservation 

Committee Chair Sandy Webb 
 

Dictionaries define conservation as “preservation, management 
and care of cultural and natural resources,” and “protection of 
something from change, loss or damage.” Once damaged, our 
environment takes decades to come back if it does at all, and it 
requires work, money and time.  
 

People have to live somewhere, and in most cases, that means 
housing developments, which seem to require total destruction 
of the native ecosystem and topography reconstruction, altered 
drainage and a change in soil. This isn’t as necessary as we have 
been told, however, but it can be easier, faster and cheaper 
than incorporating conservation into the process. 
 

Florida native plants, trees and shrubs have survived and 
thrived in all Florida ecosystems. Wherever you go, you will see 
native plants, and wildlife and pollinators absolutely depend on 
them. And we depend on the pollinators.  
 

Honeybees do not pollinate all our food flowers, but all native 
pollinators do. Tomatoes, squash and more require native bees. 
To keep native pollinators happy, we need to lighten up on 
agricultural and mosquito control chemicals.  
 

Also harmed by these chemicals are honeybees, which 
concentrate chemicals in their bodies and then feed them to 
their young. This causes all bees, especially the young, severe 
harm. The young bees fail to thrive and will die off. Adults “get 
lost” and also die.  
 

Wild native bees are often solitary and do not live in hives nor 
produce honey. Many live in the ground, in dried stems of 
plants, holes in wood and other places. Many of our best 
pollinating native bees are about the size of a grain of rice and 
go unnoticed. Many don’t sting. Many are beautiful in a sort of 
furry or metallic way. We need to protect these bees. They 
pollinate our native plants, which depend on them. 
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Purchase Native Plants at  
Pine Lily Chapter Meetings 

 

Did you know FNPS members can place orders to 
purchase native plants and pick them up at our 
monthly meetings?  
 

If you’d like to support the Firebush for Humming-
birds project and help the hummingbird migration, 
order a native firebush (Hamelia patens) from us. 
We’ll deliver plants to the meetings and, with your 
permission, put them on the iNaturalist map.  
 

Remember, our next meeting will be held Jan. 24, 
2019. For more information, please email Pine Lily 
Chapter Representative Tayler Figueroa.  

Fighting over Front Yard 
Gardens, Wild Native Plants, 

and You 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
Florida Native Plant Society Mission 

 

Promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration 
of the native plants and native plant communities of 
Florida. 
 

For information on FNPS activities in Central Florida 
and beyond, check out the FNPS blog. 
 

 

 

Pine Lily Chapter Board and Committee Chairs 
 

 Karina Veaudry-Hindle – President 
 Laura Bennett-Kimble – Vice President 
 Tayler Figueroa – Chapter Representative  
 Valerie Anderson – Policy and Legislation Committee Chair 
 Sandy Webb – Conservation Committee Chair 
 Eleanor Foerste – Education/Outreach Coordinator 
 Jenny Welch – Native Plant Festival Coordinator  
 VACANCIES  – Secretary, Treasurer, Membership 

Coordinator * 
 

* If you are interested in serving in one of these roles, please 
contact Karina at (321) 388-4781. 

 

 

Newsletter Editor: Laura Bennett-Kimble 

 
 
 

 

 

Gardening For Life, Part 5 of 5:  
Your Garden Has a Function 

A book excerpt from Douglas Tallamy, renowned wildlife 
entomology researcher and educator 

 

In the past we didn’t design gardens that play a critical 
ecological role in the landscape, but we must do so in the 
future if we hope to avoid a mass extinction from which 
humans are not likely to recover either.  
 

As quickly as possible, we need to replace unnecessary 
lawn with densely planted woodlots that can serve as 
habitat for our local biodiversity. Homeowners can do this 
by planting the borders of their properties with native 
trees plants such as white oaks (Quercus alba), black 
willows (Salix nigra), red maples (Acer rubrum), green 
ashes (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), black walnuts (Juglans 
nigra), river birches (Betula nigra) and shagbark hickories 
(Carya ovata), under-planted with woodies like 
serviceberry (Amelanchier canadensis), arrowwood 
(Viburnum dentatum), hazelnut (Corylus americnus), 
blueberries (Vaccinium spp) .  
 

Our studies have shown that even modest increases in the 
native plant cover on suburban properties significantly 
increase the number and species of breeding birds, 
including birds of conservation concern.  
 

As gardeners and stewards of our land, we have never 
been so empowered to help save biodiversity from 
extinction, and the need to do so has never been so great. 
All we need to do is plant native plants! 
 

Next month, we will begin a series of articles focused on the 
importance of insects in a healthy ecosystem. 
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The native poinsettia, Poinsettia cyathophora 
(painted leaf), is a vigorous grower. In fact, the 
Natives for your Neighborhood website states: “Not 
recommended for general landscape use. It can be 
incorporated into habitat restorations but it can be 
very aggressive, recruiting readily from seed and 
growing very quickly.”  
 

The plant is called wild poinsettia, because the 
flowers are similar to the commercial, exotic 
poinsettia that many use to celebrate the holidays. 
The flowers are green, subtended by large reddish 
leafy bracts. They can be quite large and showy.  
 

This plant is an excellent butterfly attractant. On a 
trip to Blind Pass Beach, a large stand of poinsettia 
cyathophora was literally covered with gulf fritillary 
butterflies. Other flowering plants were around, but 
they chose painted leaf to nectar on. I also learned it 
is a host plant for the ello sphinx moth.  
 

I now have a new respect for this plant; it is an asset 
to the garden. 

 

What’s Up in the 
Garden?  

By Jane Wallace, FNPS 
Palm Beach Chapter 

 
 
Left: Painted leaf, or wild 
poinsettia 
(Poinsettia cyathophora) 

 



 

 

 

  

 

November Native Plant Sale a Success! 
 

 
 

Pine Lily representatives Sandy Webb and Eleanor Foerste preparing for the November native plant sale 
at the St. Cloud Great Outdoors event. Thanks to everyone who stopped by to say hi, learn about 
Florida’s beautiful and beneficial native vegetation, and take home a few of our beautiful plants!  


