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June Program
Our speaker this month will be Pine

Lily’s own member Dick Diener.

His presentation will be “A Contrast

of Dissimilar Habitats that Harbor

Identical Plant Species”.  Dick has

presented other subjects to us before

and always provides interesting

material. Be sure to join us.

What am I?
No one answered last month’s

question.  Answer on Page 4 in the

“Before and After” section.

Business Award
Jenny Welch accepted the The

Osceola County School District

2011-12 Business Partner of the Year

Award on behalf of Pine Lily who

was nominated by Elizabeth Byram a

teacher at Four Corners School.

Web Revamp

Meeting is Thursday

June 21st 6:30p.m.

First United Methodist Church
101 W. Dakin Avenue, Kissimmee

“So bleak is the picture... that the bulldozer and not the atomic bomb may
turn out to be the most destructive invention of the 20th century.”

—  Philip Shabecoff, New York Times Magazine, 4 June 1978

Invite your Friends and

Neighbors to a Meeting

   Elizabeth Byram. Sandy Web and Jenny Welch holding award

The Lily Pad 

The “Home Office” has upgraded

it’s Website with an all new look

and additional content.  Stop by

and give it a once over at

www.fnps.org

Chapters now have individual

Websites also with a new look.

Visit our new site at

www.pinelily.fnpschapters.org

And don’t forget you can find us on

Twitter and Facebook:

 

@PineLilyFNPS

  

Public Page:
www.facebook.com/
PineLilyChapterFNPS
or
Become our Friend:
www.facebook.com/
PineLilyFNPS
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Pine Lily Good News
by Jenny Welch

May 31, 2012  Discovery

Intermediate in Poinciana started

their school garden project

Saturday.

What is impressive about their school garden is that they are

involving their whole school including their principal. Their

principal was out there working right beside us and working

just as hard as we were!

The first raised bed is finished.  It is 4 feet wide and runs the

entire length of the walkway which is quite long. We dug a

trench for the wood of the raised bed to go into.  We cut the

wood to the correct size, we attached the wood with screws,

lined the bottom of the raised beds with thick layers of

newspapers then filled it in with dirt, then planted a few

herbs.

The plants that were in the way of the raised beds we moved

to a new location to beautify that location. Inside where

there is still grass we planted native plants and intend to put

down more thick layers of newspapers, then mulch over the

grass.

Inside this area Pine Lily donated mulberry tree, magnolia

tree, loquat tree, sumac tree, dune sunflower, calamintha,

pluchea, salt bush, firebush, and native porterweed given

new life after being rescued from trash at downtown

Kissimmee Main Street planters.

See “Good News” Continued on Page 4
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Conference Recap
by Jenny Welch

Sandy Webb and I attended the FNPS conference in Plant

City. There were multiple sessions to attend and it was

difficult to choose which ones to go to with so many great

choices.

Sandy and I both came home with new native plants from

the multiple plant vendors at the conference. I bought a

couple of new signs for my yard from Amy who is one of

the returning vendors. Sandy and I also returned home with

conference t-shirts.

Pine Lily donated a frog theme basket to the silent auction
which sold after multiple bidders bid on it.

SOCIALS: The gala dinner was held at Crystal Springs

Preserve, a privately owned educational facility. The facility

was just breathtakingly beautiful.  Full of native plants,

native birds, native wildlife.

We were able to see a sand hill crane adjusting her eggs on

her nest. We saw many different types of water birds.  There

were native plants everywhere and it was great to see some

of them in bloom.

FIELD TRIP: We chose to go on the field trip to Lettuce

Lake Park while we were at the conference. We enjoyed

learning about the park from the parks designer.  He took

great care and put some unique environmental elements into
this park.

As soon as we arrived we could hear the multitude of birds

singing.  Tufted titmice,

parulas, and other

warblers. We saw the

birds come down and grab

seeds from the muhly

grass.

We were able to witness a

red shouldered hawk raid

a squirrel's nest.  Momma

squirrel was NOT happy!

We saw a wood duck
family, many types of water birds, skink, and others.

The native plantings were impressive with Tarflower and

others in full bloom.

Ed Note: Next year’s conference will take place in

Jacksonville. May 16-19, 2013 at the University of North

Florida University Center, hosted by Ixia Chapter.

Volunteers Needed – Contact Jenny Welch

New Beginnings School................................. Wednesdays
Turnpike Mitigation Area Clean Up ............................. tba

Highlands Elementary Wildflower Garden help............tba
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Upcoming
July  - Eleanor Foerste

Faculty, Natural Resources

UF/IFAS Osceola County

Extension

August - Stephen Tonjes

Senior Environmental Scientist

Florida Department of

Transportation, District Five.

September – TBA

Save the Date
TARFLOWER TO HOST GOPHER

TORTOISE PROGRAM IN JULY

 Dr. Pat Ashton, botanist from the

Ashton Biological Preserve, will

present an outstanding program

about Gopher Tortoises, "Humans

and Gopher Tortoises can Forage

Together." Hosted by Tarflower

FNPS, it takes place on Tuesday,

July 3, 2012 at 7 P.M. at Harry P.

Leu Gardens, 1920 North Forest

Avenue, Orlando, Florida 32803.

The meeting is free and open to the

public.  Come early and enjoy

refreshments and visiting with other

native plant enthusiasts. Further info:

Jackie Sward 407-647-5233

���

How Plants Chill Out: Plants Elongate Their
Stems to Cool Their Leaves

ScienceDaily (May 21, 2012) — Plants elongate their stems when grown at high

temperature to facilitate the cooling of their leaves, according to new research from

the University of Bristol recently published in Current Biology. Understanding why

plants alter their architecture in response to heat is important as increasing global

temperatures pose a threat to future food production.

Although scientists have made significant advances in understanding how plants

elongate at high temperature, little is known of the physiological consequences of

this response. To investigate these consequences, the researchers, led by Dr Kerry

Franklin and Professor Alistair Hetherington in Bristol's School of Biological

Sciences, studied thale cress (Arabidopsis thaliana), a small flowering plant which

is a popular model species in plant biology and genetics.

When grown at higher temperatures, plants have an elongated, spindly architecture

and develop fewer leaf pores, known as stomata. However, in spite of having a

reduced number of stomata, the elongated Arabidopsis thaliana plants grown by the

team displayed greater water loss and leaf evaporative cooling.

The researchers suggest that the increased spacing of leaves observed in high

temperature-grown plants may promote the diffusion of water vapour from stomata,

thereby enhancing the cooling process.

Dr Franklin said: "Temperature and water availability are major factors affecting

plant yield. Understanding the relationship between temperature, plant architecture

and water use is therefore essential for maximising future crop production and

ensuring food security in a changing climate."

The research was funded by the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research
Council (BBSRC). Dr Franklin is supported by a Royal Society Research
Fellowship.

While at Lakeview Elementary Nature Night, Pine Lily

President Jenny Welch talked with Patti O’Brien, a

Kindergarten teacher about the state of their Butterfly

Garden, which was sorely in need of a facelift. Jenny

went to the school with a donation of plants from Pine

Lily including milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa), native

porterweed (Stachytarpheta jamaicensis), calamint

(Calamintha Georgiana), Coreopsis leavenworthii,

blanket flower (Gaillardia spp.), yellow jessamine

(gelsemium sempervirens), purple passion flower

(Passiflora incarnate) (with a gulf frittilary caterpillar on

it), beard tongue (Penstemon multiflorus), Liatris gracilis,

dune sunflower (Helianthus debilis).  Jenny gave a

presentation on the importance of native plants and

pollinators and then a talk on invasive plants after which

the teachers and students cleared the butterfly garden of

Invasive Mexican Petunias.  Patti sent photos and wrote

to Jenny:

“Thank you so much for your day with the students in the
butterfly garden.  The founders of the garden, Jayne
Robertiello and Gail McGoogan, wanted it to be a hands-on
outdoor classroom. Yesterday, you provided Lakeview with
that!”
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Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application

Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto.  Joining the FNPS also entitles Check pertinent category:

you to membership privileges in the Pine Lily Chapter of the FNPS and a

subscription to their monthly newsletter The Lily Pad. □ Individual $35      □ Not-for-profit

□ Full time student $15              organization $50

□ Library subscription $15    □ Business or

□ Family or household $50 corporate $125

Name _____________________________________________________ □  Contributing $75      □ Donor $250

□ Supporting $100      □ Life $1000
Business name or organization _________________________________

Make check payable to: FNPS

Address ___________________________________________________ Detach and mail to:

 Pine Lily Chapter of

City, State and Zip ___________________________________________ Florida Native Plant Society

P.O. Box 278
Home phone ____________________ Work phone _________________ Melbourne, FL 32902-0278

The Florida Native Plant Society is registered as a 501(C)3 non-profit organization.

Extension Services
INTRO TO BEEKEEPING

Thursday, July 12, 2012  – 6:30pm –8:30pm

Extension Services, Osceola Heritage Park
1921 Kissimmee Valley Lane

Taught by a backyard beekeeper, this seminar offers an
overview of how to acquire your own bee colony: what
tools and supplies are needed, handling bees, determining
bee colony health and treatment, harvesting honey and
more.

It is recommended that participants attend a “Beekeeping: is it
for me?” presentation prior to this seminar. Participants receive
the 244pg. “Storey’s Guide to Keeping Honey Bees.
Registration and $25 fee required by July 6th. Register in
person at Extension Services or online at
http://tinyurl.com/ocbee.

More Info: 321-697-3000

Before and After – Carolina Mantis
(Stagmomantis carolina)

Family: Mantidae
Often considered beneficial, praying mantids (or mantis) will eat almost anything
they can catch and therefore do not differentiate whether their meal is beneficial to
man or not. Photo on left is an egg mass (ootheca). Photo on right depicts a nymph.

© Loret © Loret

Good News

continued from Page 2

Planted as a result of joint plant

rescue with Pine Lily and Discovery

Intermediate School at Poinciana

Medical Center St John's Wort and

Yellow Jessamine.

Ed Note: You can see more photos at our

Facebook page.

���

Jenny Welch and Kattya Graham met
with the city of Kissimmee to review
their tree/landscape ordinance and
the city is receptive to our
suggestions for their tree/shrub list
and an alternative plant list for the
Oak Street Widening. Contact Jenny
with suggestions and stay tuned for
progress reports.


