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Species spotlightSpecies spotlightSpecies spotlightSpecies spotlight::::        
Florida Tickseed (Coreopsis spp.) 
The genus Coreopsis has given gardeners many beautiful flowers for our beds, borders and vases. This 
annual herbaceous wildflower has showy, daisy-like heads of bright yellow flowers. Often used as a 
component of mixed wildflower and butterfly gardens. Grow the Coreopsis in full sun to partial shade. 
All species have flowers that are basically yellow, but some have maroon or brown spots on the rays, 
some have darker discs, some are double, and some are dwarf in stature. Coreopsis spp. is Florida’s 
state wildflower and blooms spring, summer and fall. Coreopsis is from the Greek for "like a bug" and 
refers to the seed (technically an achene = a dry fruit containing a single seed) which looks like a tiny 
insect.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
Did you know?Did you know?Did you know?Did you know?  That TURFGRASS LAWNS soak up more than one third of our urban 

water? Every year, 67 million pounds of pesticide (nearly half of which are banned as public health 
hazards in other industrialized countries) are used to maintain these lawns green. Our lawnmowers 
alone burn 800 million gallons of gasoline a year, and gallon for gallon, lawnmowers contribute 93 
times smog-forming emissions than cars.  

Source: www.floridata.com 
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Coreopsis leavenworthii fields at The Disney 
Wilderness Preserve, Kissimmee, FL – June 09 
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Source: www.afnn.org 
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        Sedges have edgesSedges have edgesSedges have edgesSedges have edges    
  The Cyperaceae family or sedge family has many genera, inlcuding the genus Carex, 
and they are reported to be nature’s most trying identification puzzle. Many sedges grow in 
marshes and are also understory plants in dry woods, hammocks and floodplain forests.  
  Carex are leafy and very grass-like in appearance. A few species occur in stands, but 
most are in tufts, clumps or tussocks. There are 67 species of Carex in Florida and 35 of those in 
Central Florida, but only a few people recognize them. Many people think they are grasses, which 
is a different family: Poaceae. Most people are familiar with the vast marshes of sawgrass along 
the coasts. Even though not a grass, it’s common name might lead us to think so. Sawgrass, 
Cladium jamaicense, is a sedge and forms large rhizomatous (rootlike subterranean stems) stands.  

         Although Carex have long, narrow leaves, their culms (stems) that bear the seed heads are 
triangular in cross section instead of round like the grasses. The edges of those triangular margins are 
easy to detect by touch. Be careful, though: the edges leaves and margins of culms have serrate teeth 
and can give a razor-like cut. Carex means “to cut”. 

 Sedges are the most under-reported species, yet the genus Carex is one of the world’s top 
ten genera in number of species. Their value to the ecosystems is priceless, including holding soil intact 
with their perennial roots. The leaves are used in nest building and their seed-like achenes (small dry 
fruits, containing a single seed) are eaten by birds, small mammals, and insects. A sedgy protective 
cover is quite important for small ducklings still in the nest, as leafy sedges conceal them as the sand 
hill cranes stalk by. Young duck is definitely on the crane menu.  

 Sedges are attractive to plant in your native garden. Although not colorful, they offer 
texture and tranquil leaf movements in soft breezes, growing to contrasts with colorful plants in the 
background.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      Chris Matson presente      Chris Matson presente      Chris Matson presente      Chris Matson presentedddd about Sedges during our last chapter meeting on July 16th about Sedges during our last chapter meeting on July 16th about Sedges during our last chapter meeting on July 16th about Sedges during our last chapter meeting on July 16th    
     

 

Source:  www.fnps.org 

www.floridawildflowerfound

Star sedge, Rhynchospora colorata grows along lakeshores, 
bogs and prairies. 

 

Bristly sedge, Carex comosa, ranges from Ontario 
through the Midwest down to Florida and Texas, 
and a few places in Mexico. 



Marlberry (Ardisia escallonioides)Marlberry (Ardisia escallonioides)Marlberry (Ardisia escallonioides)Marlberry (Ardisia escallonioides) 

        Florida’s Native Ardisia Florida’s Native Ardisia Florida’s Native Ardisia Florida’s Native Ardisia     
 Marlberry or Marble-Berry is a native plant with many attributes. It is evergreen with darker 
green leaves above that are a shiny 3 to 6 inches long. Either flowers or fruits are present 
throughout the year. The flowers range from white to pink peaking in the fall creating a 
wonderful appearance of freshly deposited mounds of snow. The flowers are followed by black 
fruits about 1/4 of an inch in diameter which are highly prized by hungry birds. Marlberry is an 
excellent start or addition to a native yard.     
    Marlberry normally grows as a shrub under trees in light to moderate shade however it can be 
highly adaptive and drought tolerant once established in full sun. It can be maintained with 
period trimming to form a hedge or left to its own to become a small tree ranging in height 
from 6 to 15 feet and usually taller than broad. The soil can be poor in nutrients but with some 
organic material to thrive. Marlberry propagates itself by seed usually underneath the parent 
plant. 

    
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
   

Know the natives: THE FIRST STEP in making your landscape sustainable is to 

understand what you have. Identify all the plants in your yard so that you’ll know which to keep, 
which to remove right away, which need to be replaced over time, and how you can add plants 
in an ecologically sensible way. Plan to keep plants that meet all of the following criteria: (1) 
healthy, (2) suitably placed, (3) thrive with no irrigation, fertilizer, or pesticide use and (4) are 
not invasive exotics. Add biodiversity and visual richness with additional native plants. 
Unfortunately, too many people view plants as merely part of a home’s decor rather than a 
critical part of our life support system. As a result, many garden centers continue to profit from 
selling known weeds to unknowing homeowners. Don’t let this happen to you!    
 
HELPFUL REFERENCES:  Native Plant Identification 
Florida's Best Native Landscape Plants, 200 Readily Available Species, Gil Nelson.Univ. Press of FL, 2003. 
A Gardener's Guide to Florida Native Plants, Rufino Osorio. Univ. Press of FL, 2001. 
Native Florida Plants, Low-Maintenance Landscaping and Gardening, Robert G. Haehle& Joan Brookwell. 
Taylor Trade Publishing, 2004. 
The Shrubs and Woody Vines of Florida, Gil Nelson. Pineapple Press, 1996. 
The Trees of Florida, Gil Nelson. Pineapple Press, 1994. 
Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants: www.plantatlas.usf.edu  

Source: www.afnn.org 

 



 WEED ALERT!WEED ALERT!WEED ALERT!WEED ALERT! 

     Coral Ardisia (Ardisia crenata) 
                 Coral Ardisia, is a small upright shrub that is used and sold extensively in 

the horticulture industry as an ornamental plant – often called Christmas berry. Ardisia’s 
native range includes areas of Japan and northern India. Ardisia escaped cultivation in 1982, 
spreading into wooded areas. Currently ardisia has established in many counties in northern 
and central Florida. In the landscape, ardisia is known and grown for its persistent red 
berries, glossy foliage and low maintenance.  
 Coral ardisia has naturalized in many natural areas across Florida, such as hardwood 
hammocks, becoming a significant pest. The Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council lists Coral 
ardisia as a category I species because of its invasive nature and ability to disrupt native plant 
communities. Ardisia can potentially shade out native seedling and understory plants, preventing 
their growth and development. Mature plants are prolific seed producers and can be surrounded 
by many seedlings, also leading to reduced seed germination of valued native species.  
 Ardisia is capable of resprouting after cutting back or after a fire. Heavy fruit set is 
produced after 2 years. Viable seed can remain on plants throughout the year, providing a food 
source for birds and other wildlife. Birds and raccoons have been shown to consume and 
disperse fruits.  
 Coral ardisia is a small upright shrub that can grow up to 6 feet in height. Ardisia can be 
seen growing in clumps, often times multi-stemmed. Leaves are dark green and thick, somewhat 
glossy, roughly 8 inches long with scalloped margins. The flowers are white or pinkish, borne in 
axillary clusters. The berries, which are readily eaten by birds, turn a bright coral red color and 
hang or droop on the plant. Ardisia is usually seen in fairly large colonies with its persistent red 
berries. Recent research has also shown the presence of large seedling clumps in association 
with larger plants. These seedlings can remain juvenile for quite some time and once removal of 
the larger, dominant specimens occurs, the seedlings begin to grow.    

• Small shrub tolerating deep shade 

• Leaves alternate, shinny, leathery 

• Leaf edges crisped, or scalloped 

• Fruits bright red, on drooping clusters 

• Flowers white in clusters 

    
     
 

  
 
 
 
 

Source: Center for Aquatic and Invasive Plants – University of Florida, IFAS 



 

Help in the eradication of the invasive melaleuca tree  
Florimulch is commercial, bagged melaleuca mulch that has been composted thoroughly to kill 
viable seeds. The chopped melaleuca is composted for 120 days at 140 degrees to destroy any 
ambient seed present. It makes a good mulch because it does not float, it's long lasting, and 
according to UF research, theleast attractive mulch to hungry termites 
(http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/FR/FR07500.pdf);  
It is also a good alternative to harvesting native cypress trees. Florimulch is the only 
commercially available melaleuca mulch. Sometimes it can be found in home and garden stores, 
or you can try contacting the producer directly. Visit http://gomulch.com for more info.  
 
                   

                                                                                                                                                           
 

 

 

 
 
Tibet-Butler Preserve 

    Call of the Wild 
            Saturday, August 22 – 10 am 
Discover nature’s symphony. Learn how your ears work, why animals make different 
sounds, and play sound bingo for wild prizes. Open to all ages. Call the preserve to 
reserve your space (407)876-6696 
 
           When Butter Flies 
                                 Saturday, August 29 – 10 am 
Learn about the biology of butterflies as we become Lepidopterists for a day! Go 
through a learning metamorphosis as you meet some of Central Florida’s common 
butterflies. Leave with your own handmade pair of recycled butterfly wings! Open to 
all ages. Call the preserve to reserve your space (407)876-6696  
All programs are free to the public  
8777 County Road 535 – Orlando, FL  
 

 
Very special events going on throughout August in FL: 
Sea turtles are still hatching, so watch where you go on the beach. Alligator, 
gopher tortoise, and indigo snake eggs are hatching, too. 
Corals along the coast spawn in conjunction with the full moon.  
Yellow warbler migration begins, and blue-winged teal arrive to winter on our 
wetlands and lakes.  

 
 

 

Events around tEvents around tEvents around tEvents around town own own own     



 
 

 
 

We have a diverse constituency 
and want to make sure we are 
doing our best at meeting your 
needs.  If you have ideas for 
program topics, speakers or field 
trips, please feel free to send an  
email to Mark Johnson at: 
mjohnson@ecotonelanddesign.co
m 
Don’t forget our Next Meeting is 
on Aug 20th at 6:30 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church in 
Kissimmee, located at the corner 
of Dakin Ave. and Church St. 

 
 
We are always looking for people to help 
make our chapter everything it can be.  If 
you ever feel you would like to lend a 
helping hand please just contact any of our 
board members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 The Board of Directors, Committee   
 Chairmen, and Contacts  
 
 President: Mark Johnson  
      mjohnson@ecotonelanddesign.com 
 Vice President: Kimberly Duffy 
 kduffy@stcloud.org 
 Treasurer: Cindy Meketa 
 cmeketa@netzero.net 
 Secretary and Field Trip:  

Danny Husband 
 dhusband@tnc.org 
 Chapter Representative: 
 Christina Uranowski 
 curanowski@aol.com 
 Events Coordinator: Jenny Welch 
 mwelch@cfl.rr.com 
 Membership: Sue Parent  
 longwing_34746@yahoo.com 
 Publicity: Loret Thatcher 
 pinelilyfnps@aol.com 
 Newsletter: Claudia Canty 
           thelilypad_fnps@hotmail.com 
 
 

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application 
Membership in the Floirda Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto.  Joining the FNPS also entitles  Check pertinent category 

you to membership privileges in the Pine Lily Chapter of the FNPS and a  
subscription to their monthly newsletter The Lily Pad.              w Individual $25     w Not-for-profit 
                    w Full time student $15       organization $50 
w New Member  w Renewal                w Library subscription $15     w Business or  
                    w Family or household $30      corporate $100 
Name _____________________________________________________           w Contributing $40   w Donor $250 
                     w Supporting $250 
Business name or organization _________________________________ 
          Make check payable to: FNPS 

Address ___________________________________________________  Detach and mail to: 
           Pine Lily Chapter of  

City, State and Zip ___________________________________________  Florida Native Plant Society 
          P.O. Box 278 

Home phone ____________________ Work phone _________________  Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 

Stacia Hedrick will be presenting about hydrilla and its impacts on native plants on August 20th 

 


