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Upcoming Field Trips

Next Chapter Meeting:
Thursday, Dec. 28!

Dec. 30: Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge
Jan. 13: Turtle Mound Trail, New Smyrna Beach
Naturalist Pete Dunkleberg will lead both outings. See
page 2 for more information.

Chapter Meetings

FNPS Blog: Citizens to the Rescue!
Florida Native Plant Society members recently rallied
to save native plant communities from bulldozers and
ever-increasing development. Check out this post on
the FNPS blog to learn about efforts in Central Florida
and beyond. Pine Lily Chapter Representative Tayler
Figueroa participated at a sandhill rescue site in Lake
County and took these photos.

At the last chapter meeting, Jessica Sullivan, faculty
with the University of Florida IFAS Extension in
Osceola County, shared everything you ever wanted
to know about the lifecycles and issues facing a varied
number of Central Florida pollinator species.
The next meeting is Dec. 28, and we’ll continue the
exploration of pollinators with a look at the
importance of native plants in their lives.
Chapter meetings held 4th Thursday of the month
6:00 to 6:30 p.m. – Social and Refreshments
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. – Meeting
Kissimmee Utility Authority Building
1701 W. Carroll Street, Kissimmee, FL
We hope to see you there!

Left, the rescue site
in Lake County.
Below, a portion of
the plants removed
from the site.

Let’s keep in touch!

Click the icons below to visit Pine Lily Chapter
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages.

The Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society
serves Osceola County and the surrounding communities.
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Upcoming Field Trips
Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge

Turtle Mound Trail – New Smyrna Beach

Location: Allan D. Cruickshank Memorial Trail
Kennedy Pkwy N, Titusville
Date/Time: Saturday, Dec. 30, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Field trip leader: Native plant expert Pete Dunkleberg.
Park entrance fee: $10/vehicle. Bring correct amount.
Contact numbers day of event: MINWR office: (321)
861-0669. Pete Dunkleberg: (321) 400-0222.

Location: Canaveral National Seashore
Date/Time: Saturday, Jan. 13, 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Field trip leader: Native plant expert Pete Dunkleberg.
Park entrance fee: $10/vehicle. Bring correct amount.
Contact number day of event: Pete Dunkleberg: (321)
400-0222.

Bring: Hat, water, a picnic lunch, sunscreen, closed-toe
shoes, and proper clothing for the weather.
Degree of difficulty: Easy, mostly boardwalk. Handicap
access: No (steep slopes on boardwalk). Nearest
Restrooms: Visitor’s center. Cell reception: Moderate.

Bring: Hat, water, a picnic lunch, sunscreen, closed-toe
shoes, and proper clothing for the weather.
Degree of difficulty: Moderate. Handicap access: No.
Nearest Restrooms: Visitor’s center. Cell reception:
Poor.

Meet at the Canaveral National Seashore Visitor’s
Center, 7600 South Atlantic Ave., New Smyrna Beach, FL
32169, at 9:30 a.m. Visit the Pine Lily Chapter Facebook
Events page for directions and more information.

Meet at the MINWR Visitor Information Center at 9 a.m.
Visit the Pine Lily Chapter Facebook Events page for
directions and more
information.

Located at Canaveral National Seashore in New Smyrna
Beach, Turtle Mound is an oyster shell midden rising 35
feet above the Mosquito Lagoon and an archeological
site dating back to 800 A.D. It contains oysters and
refuse from the prehistoric Timucuan people, whom
archaeologists believe may have used this site as a highground refuge during hurricanes. The mound can be
reached by hiking trails that also provide excellent views
of the Atlantic Ocean.

The group will leave the
Visitor Center at 9:15
a.m. by carpooling and
caravanning to the Allan
D. Cruickshank Memorial Trail, which is accessed via the
Blackpoint Wildlife Drive (BPWD). After the hike, the
group will return to the visitor’s center for a brown bag
lunch.
Established in 1963, the 140,000-acre Merritt Island
National Wildlife Refuge is bordered by the Canaveral
National Seashore to the north and encompasses nonpublic portions of the Kennedy Space Center. The
Mosquito Lagoon and Indian River run through the
refuge. Public access to much of these areas is
controlled, so the refuge is part of a very substantial
area of relatively undisturbed wildlife habitat.
The refuge contains over 1,000 species of plants, 330
birds and 31 mammal species. On the Cruickshank Trail,
three habitats converge at the Black Point Marsh: salt
marsh, marsh stream and interior impoundment – all
rich with botanical diversity.
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LOCAL CONSERVATION AREA IN DANGER
Have you heard about plans to
build a highway through the
beautiful Split Oak Forest Wildlife
and Environmental Area? Years
ago, this habitat for Florida scrub
jays, relocated gopher tortoises
and other threatened species
was designated a mitigation area
to be conserved in perpetuity as
a way to offset destruction of
other natural areas. Now, this potential development
threatens the forest—and it needs your support.

Florida Native Plant Society 2018
Conference: Call for Research Track
Papers and Poster Presentations

FNPS opposes any proposed route for the Osceola
Expressway Extension that would traverse any portion of
Split Oak or otherwise limit the ability of land managers
to maintain the property’s natural resources and
recreational values. Please sign this petition in support
of the area. To learn more, visit the Friends of Split Oak
Forest Facebook page.

FNPS 2018 Endowment Grants

The Florida Native Plant Society Annual Conference
will be held May 17-20, 2018, at the Miccosukee
Resort in Miami. The Research Track of the Conference
will include presented papers and a poster session on
May 18 and May 19.
Researchers are invited to submit abstracts on
research related to native plants and plant
communities of Florida, including preservation,
conservation, and restoration.
Abstracts of not more than 200 words should be
submitted as a MS Word file by email to Paul A.
Schmalzer by Feb. 1, 2018. Include title, affiliation, and
address. Indicate whether you will present a paper or
poster.

The Florida Native Plant Society maintains various
awards programs, including the following:
• Endowment Research Grants—Small grants ($1,500
or less), awarded for a 1-year period, are intended to
support research on native plants that forwards the
mission of FNPS.
• Conservation Grants—These grants ($5,000 or less)
are awarded for a 1-year period. Projects promote
the preservation, conservation or restoration of rare
or imperiled native plant taxa and native plant
communities. To qualify for this grant, a proposed
project must be sponsored by an FNPS Chapter.
• Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany—This provides
up to $1,500 to graduate or undergraduate students
studying Florida ethnobotany.

Florida Native Plant Society Mission
The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to
promote the preservation, conservation, and
restoration of the native plants and native plant
communities of Florida.
The Society fulfills this mission through:

Application guidelines and details are on the FNPS
website. Click “What We Do/Grants and Awards.”
Questions? Contact info@fnps.org. Application deadline
is March 2, 2018. Awards will be announced at the May
2018 Annual Conference. Awardees do not have to be
present at the Conference to receive award.
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Support for conservation land acquisition.
Land management that enhances habitat
suitability for native plants.
Education.
Public policies that protect our native flora,
especially rare species.
Research on native plant species.
Encouragement of local landscaping practices
and policies that preserve Florida's native plant
heritage.

Focus on Native Plants in Central Florida

As part of a healthy ecological system, native plants beautifully support an amazing number of other
species, from birds and mammals to invertebrates. The following plants are beneficial for butterflies
and other pollinators not only by supplying nectar, but also by serving as larval hosts.
And, these beauties are very pretty additions to any landscape.
Liatris
(Liatris spicata, L. chapmanii
and L. gracilis)
These plants display perennial
wildflowers with spikes of
brilliant purple flowers in late
summer. The drought-tolerant
plant requires full sun to
partial shade and ranges in
height from 12” to 48”.
Black Eyed Susan
(Rudbeckia hirta)
This wildflower requires full sun and ranges in height from 12” to 18”. Flowers typically occur
from summer to mid-fall. The drought-tolerant annual plant reseeds.

Paintbrush
(Carphephorus spp.)
This evergreen wildflower’s late summer/early fall blooms
attracts butterflies, bees and other insects. Drought-resitant, it
requires full sun and will reseed. Height varies from 12” to 36”.
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Passion Flower Vine (Passiflora incarnata)
Photo: Jenny Welch

The passion flower vine provides Florida’s state
butterfly, the Zebra Heliconian (Hericonius charithonia)
and its larvae (below left and middle) food, nectar,
nesting and cover. It also provides Carpenter Bees
(Xylocopa virginica), lower right, food, nesting
and cover.

Two other great pollinator attractants are Stokes Aster and Shiny-leaved Blueberry.
Stokes Aster (Stokesia laevis)

Shiny-leaved Blueberry (Vaccinium myrsinites)

Pine Lily Chapter Board and Committee Chairs
Karina Veaudry-Hindle – President
Laura Bennett-Kimble – Vice President
VACANT – Secretary
Sandy Webb – Treasurer

Tayler Figueroa – Chapter Representative
Susan Parent – Membership Coordinator
Eleanor Foerste – Education/Outreach Coordinator
Jenny Welch – Native Plant Festival Coordinator
Newsletter Editor: Laura Bennett-Kimble
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