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Next Chapter Meeting
May 28, 2020
6:30pm

Celebrating Endangered Species
Day

In-Person meetings have been changed
to online meetings until further notice
Join by clicking this link
at 6:30pm on Thursday:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hl2Bs7LKEqw&
feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR14JWhhib8TfhyYhgF
zmmto5ezoQXLBFSvJFfJ3GYSpKGx5phq6J5VJCUk
Chapter Elections
A code will be provided by e-mail for all Pine Lily
Member s to vote on our slate of officers during the
May 28th meeting.
Speaker: Jonathan Martin
Native Florida Fungi and Mushroom Cultivation

Native Plant Nursery
Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery
11303 FL-33
Groveland, FL 34736
(352) 396-6831

Bonamia grandiflora – Native, Endemic, State Endangered, US
Threatened. Photo courtesy of Shirley Denton, Ph.D.

Today, May 15th marks the 15th Annual Endangered
Species Day. It’s a national day reserved for
celebrating and learning about Endangered Species.
This year, Pine Lily is observing this significant day
by focusing specifically on Florida’s native and
endangered plant species. Plants do not hold the same
protections as animals so it’s especially important that
we make a point to protect them. Without plants, other
wildlife would not be able to thrive.
Throughout the newsletter for this month we have
specifically highlighted Florida native plants that are
listed as State and/or US Endangered and that occur
within Osceola County. You can also check out the
Endangered Species Coalition’s list of 15 Actions you
can take to help protect our endangered species here:
https://www.endangered.org/15-ways-to-helpprotect-endangered-species/.

Member Highlight

Plant Profile – Curtis’
Milkweed
Native Wildflower: Asclepias
curtissii.

Endemic, State Endangered. Photo courtesy of Tayler Figueroa.
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Endemic, State listed Endangered species.
Deciduous wildflower confined to deep,
extremely well-draining sandy habitats.
Grows 2’-4’ feet tall containing few flower
heads (umbels).
Flowering occurs in summer.
Host plant for the Monarch butterfly

Information from Native Florida Wildflowers blog
by Craig N. Huegel, Ph.D.

Eleanor Foerste, a founding member of the Pine Lily
Chapter since 2007 will be relocating sometime this
year and resigning from her volunteer positions.
Eleanor, as many of you may know is a powerhouse of
a volunteer. Not only does she plan for and organize
much within the Chapter, but she is present for 100%
of our programs, events. and plant sales. She was also
the main person making the plant sale signs and
coordinating the sign holders.
Most importantly, Eleanor was an exemplary
environmental educator for her career before she
retired, and her skills have boosted the Pine Lily
Chapter to what it is today. Her patience, exuberance
and desire to talk to citizens and provide thoughtful
anecdotes and impressive and important information
on the benefits of native plants is extraordinary.
I witnessed Eleanor “turn the light on” in many
children and adults over the years. The room literally
lights up when she is present. In my position as
President, she is always someone I can count on to
edit something, get an opinion from, and she has
guided me not only to be better at my volunteer job,
but also to be a better person.
I am excited for Eleanor to embark on this new
journey in her life, but I also recognize that the Pine
Lily Chapter will be losing an important part of who
we are. The entire county will be losing an important
conservation lands advocate.
Sincerely,

Polygala lewtonii – Native, Endemic, State and US Endangered.
Photo courtesy of Shirley Denton, Ph.D.

Karina Veaudry, President
Florida Native Plant Society
Pine Lily Chapter

Virtual FNPS Membership Annual
Meeting
With the cancelation of the in-person annual
conference, FNPS will be holding the Annual
Members meeting virtually on Saturday June
6th. All members will be sent an invitation with
a code to be used for online voting during the
meeting. We will be voting on the following
slate of officers:
President: Bonnie Basham (currently President Elect)
Director at Large: Mark Kateli (Cuplet Fern Chapter)
Director at Large: Andrea Naccarato (Naples
Chapter)

Upcoming Meetings / Presentations
Saturday, June 6: Email invitation coming

for FNPS Annual Member Meeting

Thursday, June 25: Virtual Chapter
Meeting 6:00pm

Backyard Composting – IFAS Extension Agent

Thursday, July 23: Virtual Chapter
Meeting 6:00pm
Prescribed Fire – Zach Prusak, DWP

NOTE: Field Trips have been temporarily
canceled until September. Beginning in
September we will resume field trips using the (6)
foot social distancing guidelines. More information
coming in the next several months for field trip
locations.

A Letter from the President
Dear Pine Lily Chapter Members,
I hope you are all well and safe. Our chapter’s transition from in-person meetings to online meetings and presentations has
gone smoothly thanks to our Government Policy Committee Chair, Valerie Anderson, who has provided the technical skills to
make sure we do not skip a beat. The Pine Lily Chapter Board of Directors continues to complete action items towards our
mission of preservation, conservation, and restoration in Osceola County.
Here are some of the goals and projects that are being worked on:
Working towards ensuring that our county’s conservation land purchasing program is funded at the top tier level and
that it will be renewed when it sunsets in 2022.
Finalizing the Osceola County list of butterflies and their associated native plants.
Finalizing the Osceola County list of birds and their associated native plants.
Writing a scientific white paper on the effects of Coal ash on the environment and people.
Writing a scientific white paper on the commercial permit over-harvesting of Lyonia ferrugenia and Serenoa
repens. There is concern that the over-harvesting is depleting the food sources of wildlife.
Raising funds and creating landscape plans for two native plant demonstration gardens.
Completing a “Critical Areas of Conservation” GIS map to better enable us to lobby for and promote conservation and
ecological corridors.
If you have a spare 6 to 15 hours per month to dedicate to the Florida Native Plant Society mission, please contact me. Our
volunteer openings are Education Committee, Field Trips, Newsletter Editor and Fundraising. However, we can use assistance
in other areas too if other topics are of interest.
Please contact me with any suggestions on speaker topics, conservation goals or any other topics.
Karina Veaudry, President
Florida Native Plant Society
Pine Lily Chapter
(321) 388-4781
kveaudry@nfclandscape.com
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By:
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Figueroa
By:
Tayler
Figueroa
Of all the natural communities in Florida, Scrub and
Sandhill are truly unique. They are two upland, xeric
habitats defined by deep layers of sand, with Sandhill
occurring from the Panhandle down to the central
peninsula and Scrub occurring throughout the State.
There are numerous ridges throughout Florida that
were formed between 10,000 and 100, 000 years ago,
but the most prominent is the Lake Whales Ridge that
runs through the center of the state, otherwise known
as the Backbone of Florida.
It’s thought that Scrub is one of the oldest habitats in
Florida and because the plants and wildlife evolved
together in isolation after the recession of the ocean in
these high and dry areas, most of the plants found
here are endemic to Florida. Meaning they occur
nowhere else on earth but here, which is extremely
amazing. Scrub is considered critically endangered
habitat because it is frequently threatened by citrus
farms, cattle grazing, and invasive species. Urban
development also poses an enormous threat to Scrub
and Sandhill because it’s easy to build on dry, sandy
areas.

Split Oak Forest Update
A Report from Valerie Anderson,
Pine Lily Policy Committee Chair
We won a huge victory in conservation on May 6th - the
Charter Amendment to protect Split Oak Forest passed
its final reading in the Orange County Charter Review
Committee! We had numerous speakers in support of
the amendment. The meeting and public comments
were online via WebEx. You can watch the meeting
replay
on
Orange
TV
here:
http://netapps.ocfl.net/Mod/meetings/3.
The
Amendment passed 11-4 with one abstention and 1
absence. The amendment is now officially on the
November 3rd ballot for Orange County voters to
decide. Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida Native Plant
Society and Friends of Split Oak have been working on
this issue for over two years and we are happy to finally
see some progress.

If you have an excess of land with Scrub or Sandhill,
please consider donating parcels to land conservation
organizations or learning as much as you can to
manage it properly. You can also pay extra attention if
you’re having a new home built and request that much
of your lot be preserved instead of completely clearing
and replacing with turfgrass. An excellent example are
new homes in Central Florida: Osceola and Polk
Counties.

Left: Scrub habitat in Split Oak Forest in Osceola County
currently threatened by a toll road. Right: Sandhill habitat in Polk
County.

Lupinus westianus var. aridorum - Native, Endemic, State & US
Endangered. Photo courtesy of Shirley Denton, Ph.D.

A Special Web Presentation by Renowned Professor Doug
Tallamy
The Florida Wildflower Foundation kicked off its observation of
National Wildflower Week with a webinar with Doug Tallamy,
author of the popular book, Bringing Nature Home.
Dr. Tallamy is nationally renowned as an advocate for restoring
landscapes with native plants. As he points out in this compelling
webinar, A Guide to Restoring the Little Things that Run the World,
we must bring native plants to our landscapes to preserve the
biodiversity upon which our own health and well-being depends.
In addition to statistics on the state of biodiversity in the United
States and ways we can help increase it, Dr. Tallamy brings us
through a fascinating visual of the insect world.
Centrosema arenicola –
Endemic and State
Endangered. Photo
courtesy of Valerie
Anderson.

Please follow this link to watch and share, share, share!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkSdBZI2qoM&feature=youtu.be

Support Pine Lily Through AmazonSmile
Florida Native Plant Society Mission
Promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of
the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.
For information on FNPS activities in Central Florida and
beyond, check out the FNPS blog.

Please consider choosing Florida Native Plant
Society Pine Lily Chapter Inc as your charity
when placing Amazon orders through
AmazonSmile. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price of eligible products to the Pine Lily
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.
Thank You!

Volunteer Positions Needed
Education Committee Chair
Field Trip Coordinator
Membership Committee Chair
Newsletter Editor

Pine Lily Chapter Leadership Team
Karina Veaudry – President
President Elect - VACANT
Christi Kapp – Secretary
Sandra Johnson – Interim Treasurer and Publicity
Coordinator
Tayler Figueroa – Chapter Representative and
Membership Committee Chair
Valerie Anderson – Policy & Legislation Committee
Chair
Sandy Webb – Conservation Committee Chair
Eleanor Foerste – Education & Outreach Coordinator

Let’s keep in touch!
Click the icons below to visit Pine Lily Chapter
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages

Pine Lily Chapter Website:
www.pinelily.fnpschapters.org

The Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida
Native Plant Society serves all
communities in Osceola County

