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Next Chapter Meeting
July 23, 2020

Longleaf Pines (Pinus palustris)
And Prescribed Fire

6:30pm
In-Person meetings have been changed
to online meetings until further notice
Join by clicking the link below
at 6:30pm on Thursday, July 23:
https://youtu.be/zk3DoaD38WY
Speakers: Zach Prusak
Prescribed Fire
Learn about prescribed fire and how it
helps plant and animal life.

Native Plant Nursery
Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery
11303 FL-33
Groveland, FL 34736
(352) 396-6831

Longleaf pine seeds develop in cones and are
dispersed by wind. When they fall to the ground, they
must make contact with soil to germinate. Prescribed
burns allow that life cycle to begin. The seeds that do
take root spend its first few years growing in a grassstage.
From the surface, the grass-stage plant appears
to be a large clump of needles that grows very little for
approximately seven years. During this stage, the waxlike coating on the needles protects it from fire, and
the longleaf pine starts to develop its central root,
called a taproot, which will be up to 12 feet long at
maturity. After going through the grass stage, longleaf
pines begin to grow in height rapidly, up to 3 to 4 feet
per year, to keep the developing tree canopy out of the
height of the fire zone. Since Wiregrass (Aristida stricta)
is the main source of fuel for natural and prescribed
fire, the fire sweeps through at a 3’ height. Both
mature trees and grass-stage specimens are fireresistant. The lifespan of a longleaf pine spans several
centuries.
Information/photos: The National Wildlife Federation
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/WildlifeGuide/Plants-and-Fungi/Longleaf-Pine

Meet Our Speaker
Zachary Prusak, Florida Fire
Manager and Central Florida
Conservation Program Director

Member Highlights
Meet Our Membership Committee Chair
- Jennifer Adams

Zachary Prusak has served as the Florida Fire
Manager for The Nature Conservancy since January
2005. In this role, Zach supports the members of the
Conservancy’s Florida Fire Team, which consist of
the on-site fire leaders and crew at places such as
the Apalachicola Bluffs and Ravines Preserve, the
Disney Wilderness Preserve and the Tiger Creek
Preserve.
Zach also works with state, federal, local and
private conservation groups in order to promote fire
training opportunities and facilitate on-the-ground
partnerships, while also serving as the Florida
Conservancy liaison on national fire issues.
Prior to joining The Nature Conservancy,
Zach was the South Region Land Manager for the
Brevard County Environmentally Endangered Lands
Program, conducted fires and studied mosquito
populations with the Reedy Creek Improvement
District, and worked as a Biologist for the Florida
Park Service.
Zach has over 30 years' experience working
with prescribed fire and is qualified as both a Florida
Certified Burn Manager and a Prescribed Fire Burn
Boss Type 2 (RxB2). Zach holds both an M.S. and B.S.
in Biology from the University of Central Florida. He
has served as the Chair of the Central Florida
Prescribed Fire Council numerous times and is an
active member of both the International Association
of Wildland Fire and the National Center for Science
Education.
Bio: https://floridamcores.com/northern-turnpike-

connector-task-force/

Jennifer Adams is the Pine Lily new 20202022 Membership Committee Chair. She brings
lots of new ideas and is going to be a real asset to
increasing our membership. Jennifer joined the
Pine Lily chapter in May 2019 but has been living
in Hunters Creek with her husband Jim since
2008.
A native Floridian from Palm Beach county,
she grew up on a tropical fish farm with goats,
sheep, dogs, cats, guinea pigs, cockatiels, and a
large veggie garden. Her love of the outdoors and
native plants and animals was nurtured by her
grandfather, who was an avid camper and nature
photographer.
Jennifer is (not surprisingly) a Florida Gator
and lived in Gainesville for 10 years before coming
to Orlando. After getting her PhD in Economics
from UF, she worked as an economics instructor
and consultant before joining The Walt Disney
Company. She has worked for Disney for 20 years
and is currently a senior manager in financial
planning and analytics.

Pine Lily Chapter Leadership Team
and Volunteer Opportunities
Karina Veaudry – President
Tayler Figueroa – Chapter Representative
Stephanie Gaspar – Interim Secretary
VACANT – Treasurer
Valerie Anderson – Policy & Legislation Chair
Eleanor Foerste – Education & Outreach Chair
Sandy Webb – Conservation Committee Chair
Jennifer Adams – Membership Committee Chair
Irene Paino – Newsletter Editor
VACANT – Publicity & Social Media Coordinator
Membership Committee Members – Mary Nesler,
Penny Dickerson

Upcoming Meetings / Presentations
Links to the online meeting presentations
will be sent via email.
Thursday, July 23: Virtual Chapter Meeting
6:30pm
Prescribed Fire – Zach Prusak, DWP
Thursday, August 27: Virtual Chapter Meeting
6:30pm
Invasive Species – Cody Miller, DWP
NOTE: Field Trips have been temporarily canceled
until September. Beginning in September we will
resume field trips using the (6) foot social
distancing guidelines. More information coming in
the next several months for field trip locations.

Fauna Feature: Gopher Tortoise (Gopherus Polyphemus)

The gopher tortoises’ burrows are essential to other animals in their ecosystem. The burrows average 6 to
15 feet in depth and 25 to 35 feet in length. The burrows play an integral part in the life cycle of approximately
250 animal species and provide safety for approximately 40 animal species during fires – both natural and
prescribed fires. Because of this,
“the gopher tortoise is considered a ‘keystone species.’ A ‘keystone species’ is one
which has a much larger role in maintaining an ecological community than would be
expected from its relative abundance or biomass. There may be only 2-to-4 gopher
tortoises on a given acre, but their burrows are critical to the survival of many other
animals.” (Atkinson)
Fire is crucial to the survival of the gopher tortoise and many other animal species as well as native plants.
“Without fire, longleaf pines are gradually choked out by other species, causing
woody shrubs and densely spaced trees to take over. This overgrowth reduces the
amount of sunlight that can reach the ground and diminishes gopher tortoises’
ability to control their body temperature and to find suitable nesting spots. The
overgrowth also decreases the grasses and vegetation relied on by tortoises for
food.” (Fire and the Gopher Tortoise)
Sources:

The Gopher Tortoise by Jeanette Lee Atkinson
Case Study: Fire and the Gopher Tortoise
https://www.plt.org/stuff/contentmgr/files/1/058cfcaa8bfd6fdf1e9ae884e958e109/files/focus_on
_forests_activity_5_sp_fire_and_tortoise.pdf

Fire Ecology
By: Danny Goodding
Nature Photographer

Florida greeneyes (Berlandiera subacaulis)) at the edge of the fire

Southern toad (Anaxyrus terrestris) after a fire

Small Saw Palmetto (Serenoa repens)
Photo by Alan Cressler

Saw-palmetto postfire sprouts
Creative Commons photo by Daniel Oines.

The fan-shaped leaves of this evergreen shrub may be 3
ft. or more across, with harsh, saw-like teeth, or spines, along the
petiole. Leaf color ranges from silvery-white or cloudy, bluegreen to green. The shrub, usually 10-12 ft., is much-branched
horizontally and occasionally becomes a small tree. Small, white,
fragrant flowers occur on plume-like branched stalks from leaf
axils. Fruit are orange to black when mature.
Saw palmetto helps provide primary habitat for the
wildlife of southern Florida’s palmetto prairies. Distinctive
species include the crested caracara, the Florida burrowing owl,
and the Florida sandhill crane. As a member of scrub
communities, saw palmetto provides essential habitat for sand
skinks, the Florida mouse, and a variety of birds, including the
Florida scrub jay-a threatened subspecies. Black bears feed on
saw palmetto fruit and the young shoots which sprout after
winter fires in the Florida flatwoods. White-tailed deer also eat
saw palmetto fruit, especially during dry years.
A drug called serenoa can be derived from the partially
dried, ripe fruits of saw palmetto and used to treat bladder,
prostate, and urethra infections. Bees collect nectar from the
flowers to produce honey.
Saw palmetto responds to fire by sprouting soon after
fire. Drawing on carbohydrate stores in the rhizomes, it initiates
leaf production and vegetative reproduction, increasing stem
density. The response is so strong that winter-burned saw
palmetto will break winter dormancy and produce leaves and
fruit out of season.
Info: Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center and

https://www.fs.fed.us/database/feis/plants/shrub/serrep/all.ht
ml

Support Pine Lily Through AmazonSmile
Please consider choosing Florida Native Plant Society
Pine Lily Chapter Inc as your charity when placing
Amazon orders through AmazonSmile. Amazon will
donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to
the Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.
Thank You!

Let’s keep in touch!
Click the icons below to visit Pine Lily Chapter
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages

Pine Lily Chapter E-mail:
fnpspinelily@gmail.com

The Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida
Native Plant Society serves all
communities in Osceola County

