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Next Chapter Meeting
August 27, 2020
6:30pm
In-Person meetings have been changed
to online meetings until further notice
Join by clicking the link below
at 6:30pm on Thursday, August 27:
https://youtu.be/-lDioxceKag
Speaker: Cody Miller: Biologist and Invasive Species
Coordinator, TNC
Topic: Invasive Species - Learn about invasive species and
how they affect native plants.

Native Plant Nursery
Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery
11303 FL-33
Groveland, FL 34736
(352) 396-6831

Brazilian Pepper
(Schinus terebinthifollus)
Invasive Plant
Photo: blogspot.com

Species Description: The Brazilian Pepper tree is an
evergreen shrub or small tree, 3-10 m tall (occasionally
15 m). Bark is gray, smooth or becoming furrowed into
long narrow flat ridges. The sap is aromatic and
resinous. Leaves are alternate pinnate with narrowly
winged green finely hairy axis. Berries are in dense
clusters, bright red, and have aromatic resinous brown
pulp. Habitat: This species colonizes open areas and is
associated with damp soils. It occupies a wider range of
habitats where it has been introduced including farmed
land, mangrove, pineland, grassland, coastal wetlands,
riparian systems, forests and roadsides.
Introduction and Impacts: Brazilian Pepper tree is native
to Argentina, Paraguay, and Brazil. It was brought into
Florida in mid-1800 for use as an ornamental plant. Its
bright red berries and brilliant green foliage are used
frequently as Christmas decorations. This species is an
aggressive woody weed. It displaces native vegetation
and rapidly invades disturbed sites. It has a high growth
rate, wide environmental tolerance, is a prolific seed
producer, has a high germination rate, produces shade
tolerant seedlings, and has the ability to form dense
thickets.
Control & Management:
A range of options are
available for management of this species including
cultural (native planting for competition), mechanical,
and chemical. Mechanical methods must be aggressive
and remove the entire plant, especially any roots.
Status: In Florida, this species is listed as a noxious weed
and a Class 1 prohibited aquatic plant.
Info: https://www.nps.gov/articles/spotlight_brazillian_pepper.htm

Meet Our Speaker

Member Highlights

Cody-Marie Miller
Biologist and Central Florida Invasive Species
Coordinator at The Nature Conservancy
Cody Miller is the Central Florida Invasive
Species Coordinator for Osceola County. She
works for The Nature Conservancy and holds a
B.S. in conservation biology from the University
of Toledo. Cody started her career as a Student
Conservation Association (SCA) intern at
Yellowstone National Park and beyond that has
worked as a park ranger for Idaho Parks and
Recreation and was the Florida Keys Invasive
Species Coordinator for the Institute for Regional
Conservation. While in the Keys, Cody was an
active member of the Florida Keys Invasive Exotic
Task Force and since moving to central Florida
has taken on the task of co-chairing the Osceola
CISMA.
Recently Cody participated in a prescribed
burn with an all-female team at the Disney
Wilderness Preserve.
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Bio: https://www.fleppc.org/board.htm

Sandy Webb
Sandy is the Conservation Committee Chair for
the Pine Lily Chapter. Her dedication to native plants
and ecosystems came at an early age while growing up
on her family’s small farm in a small town in Southern
Ohio. As children, Sandy and her cousins would gather
rocks out of the soil to deposit in the ruts in the
driveway and other outdoor tasks including planting
and harvesting beans, corn, and other produce. As she
grew older, she graduated to gathering and studying
caterpillars, insects and plants with an ever-growing
interest in nature.
As Sandy gathered berries, grapes, produce,
mushrooms, nuts, mulberries, dandelion blossoms,
persimmons from the family’s property she noted the
pollinators visiting the flowers and other nature
observations; the beginnings of the citizen scientist she
is today.
Sandy is a self-taught native plant expert and
graded and planted her own yard with Florida Friendly
natural landscaping. She became a Master Gardener in
2005. She is an education and conservation activist
being involved in all the major county initiatives and
reviews of large developments. With her expertise in
the birding field, she is a leader in the local Audubon
Society as well. In 2007, Sandy was one of the founding
members of the Pine Lily Chapter and serves in a
leadership position to this day. Sandy says, “I have had
several roles in various wildlife and conservation
organizations over the years, but I value the larger
picture of preserving whole habitats the most.”
“Humans have impacted our county greatly,
endangering wildlife habitat and ecosystem resources;
add Climate Change to that mix, and it is important that
citizens take a stand to promote conservation and be a
part of the solution.”

Pine Lily Chapter Leadership Team
and Volunteer Opportunities
Karina Veaudry – President
VACANT – President Elect
Tayler Figueroa – Chapter Representative
Stephanie Gaspar – Interim Secretary
VACANT – Treasurer
Valerie Anderson – Policy & Legislation Chair
Eleanor Foerste – Education & Outreach Chair
Sandy Webb – Conservation Committee Chair
Jennifer Adams – Membership Committee Chair
Irene Paino – Newsletter Editor
VACANT – Publicity & Social Media Coordinator
Membership Committee Members – Mary Nesler,
Penny Dickerson

Upcoming Meetings / Presentations
Links to online meeting presentations are sent via email.
Thursday, August 27: Virtual Chapter Meeting
6:30pm
Invasive Species – Cody Miller, DWP
Thursday, September 24: Virtual Chapter Meeting
6:30pm
Juliet Rynear, Florida Native Plant Society Executive
Director
Thursday, December 17: Something Special
Online social time including native wildflower
presentation set to the music of YoYo Ma
NOTE: Field Trips have been temporarily canceled until
September. Beginning in September we will resume field
trips using the (6) foot social distancing guidelines. More
information coming in the next several months for field
trip locations.

Message from the President
I hope everyone is safe and well. During these unusual times, I took a stroll at Lake Lizzie Preserve last
week. It had been a while since I had been to any of our Osceola County conservation areas, and it made me
appreciate the wonderful collection of conservation areas available to us here in Osceola County. It also made me
think of how pertinent it is to ensure that the Osceola County Conservation lands purchasing program, set to end
in 2024, continues for another 20 years.
Pine Lily Chapter President, Karina Veaudry; Education Committee Chair, Eleanor Foerste; and Policy
Committee Chair, Valerie Anderson participated in an Osceola County town hall sponsored by Commissioner
Choudhary. They spoke about the importance of conservation areas, and where to find conservation areas for
nature hiking, and information about the Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.
Pine Lily Chapter Board members met with each County Commissioner to discuss the continuance of the
Osceola County conservation lands purchasing program and the need for invasive plant management in our
conservation areas. We completed a graph of all conservation area lands and with the assistance of County staff
and the Osceola chapter of the Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area, listed all the of invasive species
and their square footage and estimated the cost to perform rigorous control so as to reverse the destruction of
the conservation areas
Valerie Anderson, Policy Committee Chair, is creating a map of critical areas of conservation. This map will
help us and county decision makers to decide on a priority list for future conservation land purchases.
On December 17th, we will have a membership online meeting to have social time, view a native wildflower
presentation set to the music of Yoyo Ma and gain member comments on what action issues the chapter should
focus on in 2021. Plan ahead and provide input or listen to the happenings of the chapter. Please contact me at
any time if you have a comments or suggestions.
Karina Veaudry, President
Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society
(321) 388-4781

Invasive Species/Suggested Alternative Native Plants
Information compiled from: Alternatives to Invasive Plants Commonly Found in Central Florida Landscapes by
Gary W. Knox, Sandra B. Wilson, Zhanao Deng, and Rosanna Freyre – University of Florida, IFAS Extension and a
brochure produced by the Lake County, Florida Parks Department entitled: Greener Choices – Alternatives to
Invasive-Exotic Plants

Invasive Species
Brazilian pepper (Schinus terebinthfiolius)

Native Plant Alternative(s)
Fiddlewood (Citharexylum spinosum)

Photo: Lifestyle
Photo: Dan Clark

OR
Oakleaf hydrangea (Hydrangea quercifolia)

Southern Red Cedar) (Juniperus sillicicola)
Australian pine (Casuarina equisetifolia)

Photo: Evergladescisma
Photo.org
Photo: blogspot.com

Camphor tree (cinnamomum camphorae)

Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora)

Invasive Species

Native Plant Alternative(s)

Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica)

Photo: Bob Vila

Coral honeysuckle (Lanicera sempervirens)

Photo: growingwildnursery.com

Beach sunflower (Helianthus debilis)

Lantana (Lantana camara)
Sometimes called Shrub verbena.

Photo: mgonlinestore.com

Photo: blogspot.com

Wedelia (Sphagneticola trilobata or Wedelia trilobata)

Photo: blogspot.com

Firewheel (Gaillardia pulchella)

Photo:Lady Bird Johnson Wildlife Center

UF/IFAS Assessment of Nonnative Plants
By: Krista Stump, UF/IFAS Extension Osceola County
Invasive plants significantly impact Florida’s natural environment and are expensive to manage. The
University of Florida IFAS Assessment is composed of three tools to assess the status of species currently present
in the state and predict the potential invasiveness of species to prevent future invasions. UF/IFAS Assessment
evaluations have been used to track the status of nonnatives in Florida, prevent the release of potentially invasive
species, and approve new varieties of Ruellia, Nandina, and Lantana as safe alternatives to invasive nonnative
landscaping plants.
The Status Assessment
The Status Assessment, evaluates the invasiveness of nonnative species that currently occur in Florida’s
natural areas. It provides a well-defined system to determine if a nonnative plant species is (or is at risk to be)
invasive in Florida's natural areas.
The Status Assessment consists of questions about ecological, management, and economic aspects of the
species and the species’ potential to expand into non-invaded zones. At least three experts (land managers or
scientists) complete questionnaires for the status assessment. Their responses are incorporated with information
gathered from an extensive literature search to reach UF/IFAS Assessment final recommendations. The
conclusions include plans for regular reassessment.
There are four possible results of the Status Assessment:
1. Not considered a problem species at this time, may be recommended
2. Caution, may be recommended but manage to prevent escape
3. Invasive and not recommended except for “specified and limited” use approved by the UF/IFAS Invasive
Plant Working Group
4. Invasive and not recommended
Predictive Tool
The Predictive Tool determines the invasion risk of species that are not currently found in Florida’s natural
areas but are invasive in other places with similar climate and growing conditions. The Predictive Tool is a weed
risk assessment (WRA) protocol consisting of 49 questions used to evaluate species either new to the state or
proposed for a new use. Each question receives a numerical score between -3 and 5 points (most -1, 0, or 1), and
conclusions are made based on the cumulative score.
There are three potential outcomes of the Predictive Tool:
1. Low risk of invasion (<1 point)
2. High risk of invasion (>6 points)
3. Evaluate further (between 1 and 6 points)
Continued on next page.

The Infraspecific Taxon Protocol
The Infraspecific Taxon Protocol (ITP), evaluates the invasive potential of horticultural and agricultural
selections, hybrids, and cultivars of resident invasive species to determine if all taxa associated with particular
species should receive the same recommendations.
The ITP consists of 12 questions to determine the following information:
•
•
•
•

If botanists/field personnel will be able to distinguish the taxon from the resident species (or other
infraspecific taxa) in the field
If the taxon can regress (or hybridize) to characteristics of the resident species
The fecundity of the taxon
If the taxon displays invasive traits that cause greater ecological impacts than the resident species

The ongoing endeavors of the UF/IFAS Assessment will continue to provide recommendations for nonnative
plants to help protect Florida’s natural areas. Visit the UF/IFAS Assessment website at
http://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu to find the tools and information gathered by the UF/IFAS Assessment team.

10 Invasive Plants Causing Major Problems in Florida
SKUNKVINE: Paederia foetida, also called “skunkvine” is a thornless, woody
vine that can grow up to 30 feet from a single root system and can climb
trees, shrubs or anything else it encounters. As the name suggests, this
invasive weed also stinks. Skunkvine can be found in at least 17 counties in
central and north Florida. Skunkvine can weigh down tree limbs to the point
that they break, and its leaves block out light, starving vegetation on the
ground.

BRAZILIAN PEPPER: Schinus terebinthifolius, or Brazilian pepper trees, are relatives of poison ivy,
poison oak and poison sumac. Contact with its leaves can cause a rash in people sensitive to its itchinducing cousins. If that’s not bad enough, some people have also reported respiratory problems
associated with the plants’ bloom period. Brazilian pepper crowds out native plants and provides a poor
habitat for wildlife. It is illegal to cultivate, transplant or transport these nuisance shrubs in Florida.
AUSTRALIAN PINE: In Florida, “Australian pine” refers to several species of trees belonging to the
genus Casuarina. These evergreens are not pine trees at all, but they are native to Australia and southeast
Asia. They grow quickly and spread aggressively. They love sandy, salty and swampy places and will
quickly colonize areas where native trees have been destroyed by hurricanes. They have also invaded
South Florida’s hammock islands. These trees have very shallow root systems, they tend to topple over
in storms that native trees can easily withstand.

MELALEUCA TREE: Towering melaleuca trees (“mel-ahLOO-cah”) are native to Australia. These trees just love
the wet, nutrient-packed Everglades. Some parts of our
treasured glades have become vast, impenetrable
forests of melaleuca trees. Melaleuca is highly
flammable, and its spread has increased the threat of
wildfires in the areas it has colonized. The rapid spread
of the melaleuca forests threatens to drastically and
permanently change the ecology of the Everglades.
OLD WORLD CLIMBING FERN: The Old World climbing
fern, or Lygodium microphyllum, is another nuisance
invader from down under. This exotic fern’s fronds
climb over everything, weighing down, crushing and
shading out native plants. It now infests more than
200,000 acres in South and Central Florida. It thrives
where bald cypress stands, mangrove communities and
sawgrass marshes would normally grow. In the
Everglades, some tree islands have been completely
smothered by this invasive species.
WATER HYACINTH: If you’ve ever driven along a highway
through Florida’s wetlands and you saw a perfectly level
“meadow” covered with lush green plants boasting
lavender flowers, you probably weren’t looking at land at
all, but a pond covered with water hyacinth. Scientifically
called Eichhornia crassipes, this floating plant is originally
from South America. In Florida, water hyacinth clogs
canals and drainage channels, and overruns lakes ponds
and slow-moving rivers. The plants on the surface block
out the sunlight that feeds biologically important aquatic
grasses.

JAPANESE HONEYSUCKLE: Lonicera japonica, or Japanese honeysuckle, is popular in landscapes all
over the eastern U.S., where it is used as a ground cover to control erosion along highways, and in
gardens. The downside is that it is a climbing vine and will cover and choke anything in its way. In
Florida’s complex and delicate ecosystems, Japanese honeysuckle can cause big problems. The blooms
have an attractive fragrance (and produce an edible nectar), but the sap can make humans sick or even
kill cats and dogs. Despite this, the cultivation of Japanese honeysuckle is not prohibited in Florida.

LANTANA: Lantana camara, sometimes called “shrub verbena” is prized by gardeners for its brightly-colored
flowers, but Florida farmers will tell you it is a serious pest. This species is native to the West Indies and has
successfully out-competed Florida’s native Lantana depressa variety to the point that the latter is listed as
endangered. Lantana decreases the productivity of the citrus groves and pastures where it likes to grow, and
it is toxic to cattle, pets and sometimes people. The plant is part of the poisonous Verbenacaea family and
produces pentacyclic triterpenoids or toxins that attack the liver.

For more information on this invasive species see: Roger Hammer's "The Lantana
Mess": http://pinelily.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/documents/the-lantana-mess.pdf
ROSARY PEA: Native to India, Abrus precatorius, or rosary
pea, was introduced in Florida as an ornamental plant. The seeds
contain abrin, which is one of the deadliest toxins in the world.
Rosary pea is now found throughout Central and Southern Florida.
Like other climbing vines, rosary pea displaces native plants by
competing for water and sunlight, and it can smother smaller
native species. It readily colonizes areas that have been cleared by
brush fires, preventing the regrowth of native species and further
disrupting wildlife habitats.
CAMPHOR TREE: Camphor trees, or Cinnamomum camphorae, are large, attractively bulbous trees that are
native to East Asia. You can identify them by their pointy leaves and shiny, berry-like fruit that turns dark
purple or black as it ripens. These trees have been used ornamentally in Western gardens since the 18th
century. In Florida, you will find camphor trees in the Northern and Central counties, where they’ve become
a nuisance. Happy to grow in salty marshes and sandy soil, camphor trees have been edging out native pines,
cypress and hammocks. Camphor berries and most parts of the tree are poisonous to humans and pets.

Info: https://www.jacksonville.com/zz/news/20191204/10-invasive-plants-causing-major-problems-in-florida

Support Pine Lily Through AmazonSmile
Please consider choosing Florida Native Plant Society
Pine Lily Chapter Inc as your charity when placing
Amazon orders through AmazonSmile. Amazon will
donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to
the Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.
Thank You!

Let’s keep in touch!
Click the icons below to visit Pine Lily Chapter
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages

Pine Lily Chapter E-mail:
fnpspinelily@gmail.com

The Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida
Native Plant Society serves all
communities in Osceola County

