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Great Outdoors Days
Virtual Event
Native Plant Day
November 18, 2020
Great Outdoors Days is a Virtual Event this year.
Mark your calendars for
Wednesday, November 18th – Native Plant Day
Video: “The importance of native plants and the destruction
of traditional landscape maintenance”

Starts at 9:00 AM on Wed., November 18, 2020:
If you are unable to watch at 9 AM, video will
remain available for viewing to anyone at any
time.
Click this link to view: https://youtu.be/wZ-JMK_Vb08

Native Plant Nursery
Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery
11303 FL-33
Groveland, FL 34736
(352) 396-6831

Isaac Brown and Eric Flagg spent a year and a
half directing, shooting, and
editing Gimme Green. The resulting film earned
both a Master's degree from University of
Florida's Documentary Institute.
The making of Gimme Green turned out to be
an incredible journey that took the two through
Florida, Georgia, Washington D.C., New
York, Massachussets, Rhode Island, Maryland,
New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, and California.
Isaac Brown is a
documentary filmmaker,
photographer, writer,
musician, and graphic
artist. He can be reached
at
jellyfishsmack@gmail.com

Eric Flagg is an
environmental scientist
and filmmaker with a
passion for documentary
production and
storytelling. He can be
reached at
eric.flagg@gmail.com

Lawns are undeniably an American symbol. But what do they really symbolize? Pride and prosperity?
Or waste and conformity?
Gimme Green is a humorous look at the American obsession with the residential lawn and the effects it
has on our environment, our wallets and our outlook on life. From the limitless subdivisions of Florida
to sod farms in the arid southwest, Gimme Green peers behind the curtain of the $40-billion industry
that fuels our nation's largest irrigated crop—the lawn.
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Nearly 97 percent of the world's water is saltwater or otherwise undrinkable. Another 2 percent is
locked up in ice caps and glaciers. That leaves only one percent for all of humanity's needs—
agricultural, residential, industrial, and community needs.
Once groundwater is polluted, it can stay that way for several thousand years.
Families turn on water faucets an average of 70 times daily.
If present consumption patterns continue, two out of every three people on Earth will live in
water-stressed conditions by the year 2025.
On average, Americans use 40 to 60 percent of their water on their landscapes.
In order to maintain all the lawns in America, it would take approximately 200 gallons per person
per day.
In 1984, the United States applied more synthetic chemical
fertilizer to lawns than India applied on all its food crops.
The principle ingredient of the defoliant Agent Orange used in
the Vietnam War, 2,4-D is today associated with birth defects,
reproductive problems, neurotoxicity, kidney and liver damage,
and is a sensitizer and irritant.
Of 30 commonly used lawn pesticides, 19 are linked with cancer
or carcinogenicity, 13 are linked with birth defects, 21 with
reproductive effects, 26 with liver or kidney damage, 15 with
neurotoxicity, and 11 with disruption of the endocrine (hormonal) system.
Of those same 30 lawn pesticides, 17 are detected in groundwater,
23 have the ability to leach into drinking water sources,
24 are toxic to fish and other aquatic organisms vital to our
ecosystem, 11 are toxic to bees, and 16 are toxic to birds.
In 1888 there were fewer than a dozen golfers in the United States; by 1975, more than fourteen
million Americans were playing on more than 11,000 golf courses in all parts of the country.
In 1953, forty-three lawn articles appeared in popular magazines, followed by forty-five in 1955.
The record number for any previous year was twenty in 1928.
In 1964, it was estimated that Americans invested almost as much in their lawns as in foreign
military assistance.
In 1989 more than 500,000 people made their living directly from the turf care and maintenance,
and turf grass was a $25 billion industry.

Great Outdoors Days Virtual Event Schedule
November 14 – 20, 2020
Saturday, November 14, 2020
“Get Outside and Play”
9 AM
10 AM
Sundown

Welcome Video and explanation of event and activities to expect.
Virtual Scavenger Hunt
10 items to hunt for and post pictures of – winner will receive a P&R swag bag
Movie at the Lakefront “The Secret Garden”

Sunday, November 15, 2020
“Go take a Hike”
9 AM

Geocaching video and links with local nature parks and trails information

Monday thru Friday
Between 9 AM and 3 PM
“Go Green”
Stop by Peghorn Nature Park and Trails to earn a
tree seedling to plant, courtesy of OUC the Reliable One.

Monday, November 16, 2020
“Go Wild”
9 AM
11 AM

Going LIVE and Wild Fl
Posting information and links on Fl Native Wildlife

Tuesday, November 17, 2020
“Water Conservation”
9 AM
11 AM
1 PM

City of St. Cloud informational video
City of Kissimmee Informational video
Osceola County Informational video

Wednesday, November 18, 2020
“Native or Not”
9 AM

Florida Native Plant Video – Learn about the importance of native plants and the insects they attract
to feed birds. Lots of imagery of native plants and native plant ecosystems.
“The importance of native plants and the destruction of traditional landscape maintenance”

If you are unable to watch at 9 AM, video will remain available for viewing
to anyone at any time.
Click the link to view: https://youtu.be/wZ-JMK_Vb08

Thursday, November 19, 2020
“Throw Back Thursday”
9 AM
11 AM

Posting of past event photos and request to share yours
Posting of then and now photos of parks, people, etc.

Friday, November 20, 2020
“Look to the Future Friday”
9 AM
11 AM

Posting of what you can do to preserve our environment for the future
Posting of future eco events

Plant Profile: Muhly Grass (Muhlenbergia capillaris)
Source: https://boktowergardens.org/blog/pretty-in-pink/?fbclid=IwAR0GRgTeCL1_gHVOAv2iBe1U24c34mv6s_3tcIdYjfdE3U3hlTYoIJNL3U

Pretty In Pink
Erica Smith October 20, 2020 Blog Tower Garden,
Blog written by Patrick Lynch, Plant Records Curator and Sarah Lingwall, Bok Tower Gardens Volunteer.
Photographed by Cassidy Jones, Social Media Coordinator.

October is prime time for many ornamental grass species, but few can match the beauty and appeal of
our native muhly grass (Muhlenbergia capillaris). Requiring minimal care throughout the year, muhly
grass bursts forth every fall with a profusion of delicate pinkish-purple flowers borne atop gently
arching flower stalks. Muhly grass is native to the eastern United States where it can be found growing
in a variety of habitats, including wet prairies, pine flatwoods, coastal uplands, and even along
roadsides. These days, however, you are more likely to encounter muhly grass in home and commercial
landscapes, and for good reason.

Ornamental grasses are an invaluable addition to the modern landscape. In the not too distant past,
suggesting someone add grasses to their garden would probably have been met with scorn. Now,
however, ornamental grasses are a mainstay of many beautiful gardens, including Bok Tower Gardens.
Ornamental grasses can make great groundcovers, border plantings, and accent pieces; they frequently
add color and texture as well as architectural interest to the landscape. Among the numerous species
found at Bok Tower are bluestem, panic grass, lovegrass, lopsided Indian grass, Fakahatchee grass, and
muhly grass.
Muhly grass makes an excellent border plant but is most effective in mass plantings, where the effect is
instantly memorable. When viewed from a distance the feathery inflorescences combine to form a
pinkish-purple billowing mass that hovers above a sea of dark green leaves. The fine-textured floral
branching is spectacular glistening with condensation in the early morning sunlight, and equally
mesmerizing when swaying in gentle unison to the late afternoon breeze. This carefree, native
perennial is a rewarding addition to any mid-to-large sized Florida landscape and will provide years of
wonderful fall color and autumn delight.
Cultural Requirements: Muhly grass is a clumping grass that requires full sun. The species is relatively
drought tolerant once established but may benefit from supplemental irrigation during prolonged
periods of drought. Space plants 24 to 36 inches to allow for optimal growth and adequate air
circulation.

Message from the President
17th

On December
at 6:30 PM, we will have a membership online meeting to have social time, view a native
wildflower presentation set to the music of Yoyo Ma and gain member comments on what action issues the
chapter should focus on in 2021. Plan ahead and provide input or listen to the happenings of the
chapter. Please contact me at any time if you have a comments or suggestions.
Pine Lily Chapter members are invited to this informal Zoom online video social gathering. We will let the
conversation go where it may. We will close the session at 7:30 PM with a slide show of Osceola County
native plants set to the music of
Yo Yo Ma. See you on December 17th!
Karina Veaudry, President
Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society
(321) 388-4781

Pine Lily Chapter Leadership Team
Karina Veaudry – President
VACANT – President Elect
Tayler Figueroa – Chapter Representative

Upcoming Meetings / Presentations
Links to online meeting presentations are sent via
email.
Wednesday, November 18: Virtual Great
Outdoors Day starting at 9:00 AM

Stephanie Gaspar – Interim Secretary
VACANT – Treasurer
Valerie Anderson – Policy & Legislation Chair
Eleanor Foerste – Education & Outreach Chair
Sandy Webb – Conservation Committee Chair
Jennifer Adams – Membership Committee Chair
Irene Paino – Newsletter Editor

Thursday, December 17: Something Special
Membership Social Gathering including native
wildflower presentation set to the music of YoYo
Ma

Reminder: No regular Chapter meetings will be
held in November or December. Meetings will
resume Thursday, January 21, 2021.

VACANT – Publicity & Social Media Coordinator

NOTE: Field Trips have been temporarily canceled
until further notice. More information coming in the
next several months for field trip locations.

Support Pine Lily Through AmazonSmile
Please consider choosing Florida Native Plant Society
Pine Lily Chapter Inc as your charity when placing Amazon
orders through AmazonSmile. Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible products to the Pine Lily
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.
Thank You!

Let’s keep in touch!
Click the icons below to visit Pine Lily Chapter
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages

Pine Lily Chapter E-mail:
fnpspinelily@gmail.com

The Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida
Native Plant Society serves all
communities in Osceola County

