
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
   
  

Zach has over 30 years' experience working with 
prescribed fire and is qualified as both a Florida Certified 
Burn Manager and a Prescribed Fire Burn Boss Type 2 
(RxB2). Zach holds both an M.S. and B.S. in Biology from 
the University of Central Florida. He has served as the 
Chair of the Central Florida Prescribed Fire Council 
numerous times and is an active member of both the 
International Association of Wildland Fire and the 
National Center for Science Education. 
 

 

 
  

Florida Native Plant Society 
Pine Lily Chapter 

 News & Notes 
May 2021 

 

Next Chapter Online Meeting 

May 27, 2021 - 6:30pm 
Join by clicking the link below 

at 6:30pm on Thursday, May 27: 
 

https://youtu.be/5tdLt2QftsM 
 

Speaker: Zach Prusak, The Nature Conservancy 
Topic: Biodiversity Through Pyrodiversity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zachary Prusak has served as the Florida Fire Manager for The 
Nature Conservancy since January 2005. In this role, Zach 
supports the members of the Conservancy’s Florida Fire 
Team, which consist of the on-site fire leaders and crew at 
places such as the Apalachicola Bluffs and Ravines Preserve, 
the Disney Wilderness Preserve and the Tiger Creek Preserve.  
 
Zach also works with state, federal, local and private 
conservation groups in order to promote fire training 
opportunities and facilitate on-the-ground partnerships, 
while also serving as the Florida Conservancy liaison on 
national fire issues.  
 
Prior to joining The Nature Conservancy, Zach was the South 
Region Land Manager for the Brevard County Environmentally 
Endangered Lands Program, conducted fires and studied 
mosquito populations with the Reedy Creek Improvement 
District, and worked as a Biologist for the Florida Park Service. 
    

Continued -  

 

 
40th Annual Florida Native Plant 

Society Virtual Conference 
 

May 13 Deadline to Register! 
 

Register here: 
https://www.fnps.org/conference 

The $35 fee covers everything 
 

If attendees can’t watch all of the sessions live, they will 
be provided access to all conference recordings as well as 

other conference materials for 6 months after the 
conference.  

 

The Society Annual Members Meeting will be online, 
Saturday, May 22, 2021 at 1:00pm. All members will 

receive an email with a code that you will enter into the 
voting form. 

 

https://youtu.be/5tdLt2QftsM
https://www.fnps.org/conference


 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Chapter Elections &  
Annual Meeting 

05/20/21-05/27/21 
Next Thursday, May 20th, Pine Lily Chapter members will 

receive an email with a link to vote for our nomination slate of 
Officers and Directors, as well as the Bylaws revisions. Due to 

COVID-19 and the virtual nature of our meetings, voting will be 
open for 1 week and will close at midnight on Thursday, May 

27th. The nomination slate is below.  
 

Without you, our members, we wouldn't be able to accomplish 
the work that we do, so please send in your vote! And if you 
haven't already, please consider a volunteer position to help 

keep our Chapter running! As little as 6 hours per month could 
make a huge difference in us being able to conserve, preserve, 
and restore the native plants and native plant communities in 

Osceola County. And as you can see below, we need your help! 

Officers Elected Even Years (2-Year Term) 
Election 

Date 

President – Karina Veaudry 2022 

Chapter Representative – Tayler Figueroa 2022 

Secretary – Stephanie Gaspar 2022 
  

Additional Board of Directors (2-Year Term)  

Conservation Comm. Chair – Acaica Dunkley 2021 

Education Comm. Chair – VACANT 2021 

Policy & Legislation Comm. Chair – Valerie 
Anderson 2021 

Publicity Comm. Chair – VACANT 2022 

Membership Comm. Chair – Jennifer Adams 2022 
  

Other Chapter Positions  

Field Trip Coordinator – VACANT 2021 

Social Media Coordinator – VACANT 2021 

Newsletter Editor – VACANT 2021 
 

May 21, 2021 
Celebrate the 16th Annual 
Endangered Species Day 

May 21st marks the 16th Annual Endangered Species 
Day. It’s a national day reserved for celebrating and 
learning about Endangered Species. This year, Pine Lily 
is observing this significant day by focusing specifically 
on Florida’s native threatened and endangered plant 
species. Plants do not hold the same protections as 
animals so it is especially important that we make a 
point to protect them. Without plants, other wildlife 
would not be able to thrive. 
 

We are highlighting Florida native plants that are listed 
as State and/or US Endangered or Threatened, and will 
have some for sale (ethically sourced) at our June 5th 
Members Only Native Plant Pick-up. You can also 
check out the Endangered Species Coalition’s 
Pollinator Party event where everyone is invited to go 
outdoors and identify native plants and pollinators 
through iNaturalist. 
 

Orchid Translocation 
 

Sacoila lanceolata,  
Photo: © Danny Goodding 
 

 
Lizzie Conservation Area, in conjunction with the 
Osceola County Parks Department. If you are 
interested in assisting with projects like this in the 
future, please reach out to pinelily@fnps.org or 
consider volunteering for a leadership position or on 
one of our committees.  

Pine Lily will also be 
celebrating Endangered 
Species this month in 
another way. In 2017, 
Pine Lily, Naples, and 
Cuplet Fern Chapter 
members rescued over 
80 State Threatened 
Leafless Beaked Ladies’ 
Tresses Orchids, Sacoila 
lanceolata, from 
Kissimmee. We have 
tentatively planned to 
relocate a portion of the 
rescued orchids to Lake  

https://www.endangered.org/campaigns/endangered-species-day/
https://www.endangered.org/pollinator-party-2021/
https://www.dannygoodding.com/
mailto:pinelily@fnps.org


 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Tosohatchee Spring Flowers 

Edited By Sandy Webb, from an FWC Article 
 

Wildflowers are blooming all over the state right now, from the Panhandle to the Keys. One of the best ways to view these 
ephemeral flowers is to visit Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs), and other natural areas. Different flowers bloom in different 
seasons throughout the year, naturally, and Tosohatchee is blooming now! 
 

Tosohatchee is over 30,000 acres of wildlife and native plants with 60 miles of trails and dirt roads to follow on foot or by car 
in Central Florida. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, (FWC) manages these WMAs, and has been able to 
catch up on some grooming like thinning of trees, and controlled burning, to allow sunlight through to the forest floor. 
 

              Sabatia grandiflora, Photo: © Danny Goodding 
 

 
Seeds need to stay there to propagate more flowers, and feed the wildlife. 

   
 

After the rain we had a couple of weeks ago, yellow Colic Root, 
white/pinkish Beardtongue, magenta Gentian, and lots of other 
perennial wildflowers are on full display. Many of the annuals bloom 
throughout the warmer months. You can check out butterflies, 
bumble bees, and other native insects which use some of these host 
and nectar plants, as well as their predators. Note the fragrances, 
colors, and growth habits, and listen for insects and birds, some of 
which are migrating now. 
 

The “self-guided wildflower tour” is a short easy trek and was 
developed in cooperation with the Wildflower Foundation and 
Tarflower and Cuplet Fern Chapters of the Florida Native Plant 
Society. Cutting, picking, damaging, disturbing, or removal of flowers, 
seeds or plants in any way is prohibited and unlawful.  

Garberia Flower Hunter 

Published by Archbold Biological Station 
March 2021 News for Curious Minds Newlsetter 

 

 
 
 

analyzed over 36,000 Garberia fruit capsules to assess seed set and insect damage. 
 

She discovered Garberia plants along firebreaks/edges produce the most flowers and seeds. And, Garberia within the more 
intact Florida scrub matrix had slightly higher synchrony (individuals flowering at same time) and greater larval insect damage 
to the seeds. Early blooming plants also produced more seeds. She shares, "The timing of flowering and edge effects impact 
the fitness of Garberia. Seed set and seed predation both contribute to the overall number of seeds produced by a plant." This 
suggests life on the edge for this fire-adapted shrub has survival benefits.  
 

There is still much to learn about when a plant blooms considering the complex interplay of environmental factors 
(temperature, length of day, precipitation), genetics, physiology, microsite, animal interactions, and so on. Watch Stewart 
present her study here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feRwD9VGKKs. 
 

 

When Erin Stewart arrived at Archbold last September for her Plant Ecology internship, the 
budding conservation ecologist was struck by many things. First, the spiders in Florida were huge 
compared to those in the Pacific Northwest. Second, many plants were blooming outside of 
expected windows. 
 

The timing of flowering, known as phenology, is a hot topic for climate change research. However, 
the relationships between local disturbances, like habitat fragmentation, and phenology is less 
known. To fill this knowledge gap, Stewart studied the relationship between phenology, 
proximity to firebreaks/edges, and seed set in one of our showiest shrubs, Garberia heterophylla.  
 

A state-threatened species found only in Florida, Garberia delights insect pollinators (bees, 
butterflies, beetles) every October-December with clusters of lavender-pink flowers. Stewart Erin Stewart with Garberia 

heterophylla 

https://www.dannygoodding.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feRwD9VGKKs.


 

 
 
 

 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Left: Scrub habitat in Split Oak Forest in Osceola County 
currently threatened by a toll road. Right: Sandhill habitat 
in Polk County. 

 

 
Rare Sandhill in Polk County threatened by development, 
home to the pictured uncommon Sandhill Milkweed, 
Asclepias humistrata. 
 

 
Bonamia grandiflora – Native, Endemic, State Endangered, 
US Threatened. Located in Polk County and currently lost to 
development. 

 
 

 

     Florida’s Rare Scrub and 
Sandhill Habitat 
By: Tayler Figueroa 

Florida’s Rare Scrub & Sandhill 
Habitat 

By Tayler Figueroa 
 

While celebrating Endangered Species Day, it’s important to 
not only be concerned with individual species, but habitats 
as a whole. Many of our native plant species are threatened 
and endangered because of rapid loss of their unique 
ecosystems. These habitats are few and far between to 
begin with and become even more rare when faced with the 
modernization of society. 
 

Of all the natural communities in Florida, Scrub and Sandhill 
are truly unique. They are two upland, xeric habitats 
defined by deep layers of sand, with Sandhill occurring from 
the Panhandle down to the central peninsula and Scrub 
occurring throughout the State.  
 

There are numerous ridges throughout Florida that were 
formed between 10,000 and 100, 000 years ago, but the 
most prominent is the Lake Whales Ridge that runs through 
the center of the state, otherwise known as the Backbone 
of Florida.  
 

It’s thought that Scrub is one of the oldest habitats in Florida 
and because the plants and wildlife evolved together in 
isolation after the recession of the ocean in these high and 
dry areas, most of the plants found here are endemic to 
Florida. Meaning they occur nowhere else on earth but 
here, which is extremely amazing. Scrub is considered 
critically endangered habitat because it is frequently 
threatened by citrus farms, cattle grazing, and invasive 
species. Urban development also poses an enormous threat 
to Scrub and Sandhill because it’s easy to build on dry, sandy 
areas.  
 

If you have an excess of land with Scrub or Sandhill, please 
consider donating parcels to land conservation 
organizations or learning as much as you can to manage it 
properly. You can also pay extra attention if you’re having a 
new home built and request that much of your lot be 
preserved instead of completely clearing and replacing with 
turfgrass. An excellent example are new homes in Central 
Florida: Osceola and Polk Counties. In Polk County, you can 
drive through new developing neighborhoods flanked by 
rolling, ancient sand dunes. If you look close, you can see 
the landscape speckled with endangered Bonamia 
grandiflora, Polygala lewtonii, and Erigonum longifolium. 
It’s truly a sight to behold until you remember it will soon 
be swallowed by development. 
        
 

https://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=1223


 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Did You Know? 
FNPS Has a license plate! 

We need to secure 3,000 voucher sales before the 
State of Florida will begin printing the plates. The 

Florida Native Plant Society will receive $25 for each 
license plate sold. Pre-order your plate here! 
https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fire Ecology 
By Tayler Figueroa 

 

The topic of prescribed fire, and our May monthly speaker, 
coincides perfectly with Endangered Species Day. Florida’s 
habitats (especially the rare ones) and many threatened 
and endangered species, plant and animal alike, depend on 
fire. Many people immediately consider fire in the forest a 
bad thing and don’t realize the unique relationship Florida 
has with fire. Not only does fire benefit plants, wildlife, and 
ecosystems, but it benefits us as well. Without controlled 
burns, fallen trees, dead plant matter, and overgrowth 
would build up over time, creating a hazard for an unsafe 
accidental wildfire that would burn hotter and last longer. 
This poses much more of a threat to wildlife and nearby 
homes and developments. 
 

Different habitats require different fire frequencies, called 
prescribed burns. They are conducted by professionals 
during the proper season to ensure safety, though 
sometimes ecologists disagree with land managers on when 
the proper seasons are, concerning plant species and 
desired outcomes.  
 

Tune in Thursday, May 27th at 6:30pm to hear Zach Prusak 
of The Nature Conservancy talk about how important fire is 
in our home state. In the meantime, enjoy photos by Danny 
Goodding of a controlled burn conducted at the UCF 
Arboretum. 
 

https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher
https://www.dannygoodding.com/FireEcology/
https://www.dannygoodding.com/FireEcology/


 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Meetings & Presentations 
Links to online meeting presentations are sent via email 
to members and can be found in the newsletters. 

 
 
 
 

• May 14-16 – FNPS Annual Conference (Virtual) 
• May 20-27 – Pine Lily Elections 
• May 22 – FNPS Annual Members Meeting 
• May 23 – Tentative Orchid Planting at Lake Lizzie 
• May 27 – Biodiversity Through Pyrodiversity 

o Zach Prusak, The Nature Conservancy 
• May 29 Field Trip – Disney Wilderness Preserve 
• June 5 – Members Only Native Plant Pick-up 

o Brownie Wise Park 
• June 24 – Understanding the Role of the Soil and 

Water Conservation District 
o Chuck O’Rourke, USDA 

• June 26 Field Trip - Lake Lizzie Preserve, South 
Loop 

Pine Lily Chapter Leadership Team 
 

• Karina Veaudry – President 
• VACANT – President Elect 
• Tayler Figueroa – Chapter Representative 
• Stephanie Gaspar – Secretary 
• VACANT – Treasurer 
• Valerie Anderson – Policy & Legislation Comm. Chair 
• VACANT – Education & Outreach Coordinator 
• Acaica Dunkley – Conservation Committee Chair 
• Sandy Webb – Conservation Committee Vice Chair 
• Jennifer Cobb Adams – Membership Comm. Chair 
• VACANT – Newsletter Editor 
• Mark Gaspar – Website Manager 
• VACANT – Publicity Committee Chair 
• VACANT – Social Media Coordinator 

 

Serving on a Non-profit Board of Directors is the perfect 
opportunity to gain experience in each respective area of 
interest and make personal and professional connections that 
can assist with hobbies, conservation of native ecosystems, 
community service hours, extra credit, internships, careers, 
and getting to know your community and political processes. 
If you are interested in serving in a role that is currently vacant 
or becoming an intern with the Pine Lily Chapter, please 
contact Karina Veaudry at kveaudry@nfclandscape.com or 
(321) 388-4781. 

 
 
 

 
 

Support Pine Lily Through PayPal 

 
 

If you value the work that we do of conservation, 
preservation, and restoration of Osceola County’s native 

plants and native plant communities, please consider 
donating through PayPal to support our Chapter. 

 
 

 

Support Pine Lily Through AmazonSmile 
 

Please consider choosing Florida Native Plant Society Pine 
Lily Chapter Inc as your charity when placing Amazon 

orders through AmazonSmile. Amazon will donate 0.5% of 
the purchase price of eligible products to the Pine Lily 

Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.  
 

Thank You! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Let’s keep in touch! 
Click the icons below to visit Pine Lily Chapter 

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages 
 
 

      
 
 
 

Pine Lily Chapter Email: 
PineLily@FNPS.org 

 

Pine Lily Chapter Website: 
Pinelily.fnpschapter.org 

 

Native Plant Nursery 
 

Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery 
Boasts over 150 native plants! 

 

11303 FL-33, Groveland, FL  34736 
(352) 396-6831 

 

mailto:kveaudry@nfclandscape.com
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=G82GCKNCCSBK6
mailto:PineLily@FNPS.org
https://pinelily.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRcy4-xdCGibBd_70uw9UA/videos
https://www.facebook.com/PineLilyChapterFNPS/
https://www.instagram.com/fnps.pine.lily/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/PineLilyFNPS
http://www.greenislegardens.com/

