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Next Chapter Online Meeting
June 24, 2021 - 6:30pm
Join by clicking the link below:

https://youtu.be/n2xhKq0b4fI

Speaker: Rocky Milburn
Topic: Florida Birds and the Effects of Human
Interactions
Rocky Milburn is the current Chair of the Sierra
Club’s Inspiring Connection Outdoors (ICO) for
the past 10 years, serving over 100 inner city kids
monthly on outings and teaching outdoor skills.
He has been active in ICO since 1999, working
with Academy Prep Schools in Tampa, St.
Petersburg, Lakeland, and the Leto High School
Leadership Corp in Tampa.
He also chairs the Tampa Bay Sierra Club Executive Committee as
well as serves as a member of the National Youth Leader Advisory
Council, Certified National Sierra Club Local Outings, and First Aid
Trainer. Rocky is a member of the National Volunteer Leadership
Action Committee that reports to the Sierra Club National board as
well as a member of the Sierra Club National Outings Cohort Team.
He volunteers as a steward for the Hillsborough County ELAPP
program for the Wolf Branch Creek site, conducting nesting and
breeding surveys on fragile habitats and management of new
nesting box program and shorebird improvement program, and is
currently employed by PRIDE Enterprises in Brandon, FL.
Rocky is a former Florida Sierra Club Chapter Salesforce trainer,
Chapter Representative to the Sierra Club’s Club of Council
Leaders, past Roseate Spoonbill technician for the National
Audubon Society, Florida Coastal Islands Sanctuaries in Tampa Bay,
as well as a former Biologist Extension Agent with University of
Tennessee.
Rocky’s hobbies include volunteering, birding, gardening, kayaking,
nature photography, hiking, and camping.

Chapter Elections & Bylaws
Revisions
Thursday, May 27th, Pine Lily Chapter members voted to
elect Acaica Dunkley as our Conservation Committee Chair
and Valerie Anderson as our Policy & Legislation
Committee Chair. Chapter Bylaws revisions were also
approved to bring our Chapter into compliance and up-todate.
Without you, our members, we wouldn't be able to
accomplish the work that we do, so thank you for sending
in your vote! And if you haven't already, please consider a
volunteer position to help keep our Chapter running! As
little as 6 hours per month could make a huge difference
in us being able to conserve, preserve, and restore the
native plants and native plant communities in Osceola
County.

Lake Lizzie Field Trip -South Loop
Saturday, June 26, 2021
Please register on Eventbrite Here.
We will be hiking the south side of Lake Lizzie Preserve
(off of Old Melbourne Hwy) to look for rare native plants
that bloom in June, including: rose pogonia, sundews
and pitcher plants.
Please be at the trailhead by 7:50 a.m. and ready to hike
at 8 a.m. Please come prepared to hike in the Florida
heat, bringing water, snack, sunscreen, and bug spray.
Since we will be in marshy areas, appropriate footwear
is suggested.
FACE MASKS STILL REQUIRED, and you will have to sign
a waiver form onsite.
Note that there is a composting toilet at the trailhead.

Loret Thatcher Obituary

By Jenny Welch & Ginny Stibolt
Loret Thatcher aka Loret Setters was a transplant from New York and one of the first
things she did to learn about our Florida native plants was to join the Florida Native
Plant Society Pine Lily Chapter. She joined with great determination, enthusiasm,
passion and eagerness to learn. She began as Pine Lily’s newsletter editor. She went on
to do an amazing job with publicity.
She started a blog called “What Florida Native Plant Is Blooming Today?” chronicling
what was blooming in her own small yard. This was followed by “Tales of a Central
Florida Wildlife Garden” and “Central Florida Critter of the Day”. All of them wildly
successful and followed by people around the world. In addition, she was a member of
two team blogs: Beautiful Wildlife Gardens and Native Plant & Wildlife Gardens along
with top garden writers around the country.
Her excellent photography of native plants, butterflies, and insects have been
everywhere including Alabama Butterfly Atlas, Earth and Space News, The Humane
Gardener, and others. Her photography was also on exhibit at the Palm Beach
Photographic Centre for 3 months for the Going Native exhibit.
Loret was a local activist against putting a road through Split Oak Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area. She was also a
local activist against putting coal ash into Osceola County landfill. She was a local activist against political corruption.
Loret was a private person and did not talk much about her past or her disability of severe scoliosis or her long battle with
colon cancer. She did share her love for her dogs, mostly elderly setters that she adopted. Her name on Facebook, Loret T.
Setters, illustrates both her desire for privacy and her love for her English Setter dogs.

Planting of Rescued Threatened Native Orchids
Sunday, May 23, 2021 Pine Lily Chapter members Acaica Dunkley, Jennifer Cobb Adams, Tayler Figueroa, Sandy Webb and
Keep Osceola Beautiful members Sarah Clatworthy-Lee, David Keith Lee, and Saoirse completed the first translocation of State
Threatened ground orchids, Sacoila lanceolata.
Pine Lily members Karina Veaudry, Valerie Anderson, Eleanor Foerste, and Tayler Figueroa; Cuplet Fern member Mark Kateli;
and Naples Chapter member Kara Driscoll first rescued the orchids in 2017 with the permission of the City of Kissimmee. They
were planted at Lake Lizzie Conservation Area in conjunction with the Osceola County Parks Department.
Thank you so much to everyone who had a hand in making this possible and we hope to continue working with the cities and
county on similar projects in the future. Below are photos from our most recent orchid planting, as well as the 2017 rescue.

2021 Planting

2017 Rescue

In 2017, over 80 State Threatened ground orchids, Sacoila lanceolata were rescued from commercial lots in Kissimmee.

Did You Know?
FNPS Has a license plate!

We need to secure 3,000 voucher sales before the
State of Florida will begin printing the plates. The
Florida Native Plant Society will receive $25 for each
license plate sold. Pre-order your plate here!
https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher

National Pollinator Week
June 21-27

Excerpts from the U.S. Forest Service: Attracting Pollinators to
Your Garden Using Native Plants booklet
Pollinators have evolved with native plants, which are best
adapted to the local growing season, climate, and soils.
Most pollinators feed on specific plant species —
hummingbirds sip nectar from long, tubular honeysuckle
flowers, while green sweat bees prefer more open-faced
sunflowers etc.
Wild bees preferred to forage from native plants than
exotic plants. Honeybees, which from managed colonies,
also preferred native plants at mature landscape sites.
For the best pollinator garden, remember these pointers:

What Florida
What Florida Native Plant is Blooming
Today? 

•

Go Native. Pollinators are “best” adapted to local, native
plants, which often need less water than ornamentals.

•

Be Bountiful. Plant big patches of each plant species for
better foraging efficiency.

•

Be Showy. Flowers should bloom in your garden
throughout the growing season. Plant willow, violet, and
mayapple for spring and aster, joe-pye weed and goldenrod
for fall flowers.

•

Be Diverse. Plant a diversity of flowering species with
abundant pollen and nectar and specific plants for feeding
butterfly and moth caterpillars.

•

Be Patient. It takes time for native plants to grow and for
pollinators to find your garden, especially if you live far
from wild lands.

•

Be Gentle. Most bees will avoid stinging and use that
behavior only in self-defense. Male bees do not sting.

•

Be Chemical Free. Pesticides and herbicides kill pollinators.

•

Be Sunny. Provide areas with sunny, bare soil that’s dry and
well-drained, preferably with south-facing areas.

•

Be a little messy. Most of our native bee species (70%) nest
underground so avoid using weed cloth or heavy mulch.

•

Be Aware. Observe pollinators when you walk outside in
nature. Notice which flowers attract bumble bees or
solitary bees, and which attract butterflies.

•

Be Friendly. Create pollinator-friendly gardens both at
home, at schools and in public parks. Help people learn
more about pollinators and native plants.

•

Use the Florida Native Plant Society website resources to
select the best pollinator plants for your yard or business.

By Loret Thatcher

VIRGINIA CREEPER;
WOODBINE,
Parthenocissus
quinquefolia
Deciduous vine in the
grape family provides
spectacular fall color.
Can be grown on
masonry surfaces without damage but use caution if planted near
painted surfaces. Can be grown as a ground cover but will always
attempt to climb anything nearby. Freely self-seeds so can be
aggressive but provides great cover and food value for wildlife
especially insects and birds. I’ve had Brown Thrashers successfully
nest in my vine. Sap may cause allergic reaction to some.
Larval Host: Moths including several Sphinx moths.
Learn: http://www.fnps.org/plants/plant/parthenocissusquinquefolia
Native American Ethnobotany for this
genus: http://naeb.brit.org/uses/search/?string=parthenocissus+
quinquefolia
Where does it grow in
Florida: http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=3742

Pine Lily Chapter Leadership Team
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•
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•
•
•
•
•

Karina Veaudry – President
VACANT – President Elect
Tayler Figueroa – Chapter Representative
Stephanie Gaspar – Secretary
VACANT – Treasurer
Valerie Anderson – Policy & Legislation Comm. Chair
VACANT – Education & Outreach Coordinator
Acaica Dunkley – Conservation Committee Chair
Sandy Webb – Conservation Committee Vice Chair
Jennifer Cobb Adams – Membership Comm. Chair
VACANT – Newsletter Editor
Mark Gaspar – Website Manager
VACANT – Publicity Committee Chair
VACANT – Social Media Coordinator

Serving on a Non-profit Board of Directors is the perfect
opportunity to gain experience in each respective area of
interest and make personal and professional connections that
can assist with hobbies, conservation of native ecosystems,
community service hours, extra credit, internships, careers,
and getting to know your community and political processes.
If you are interested in serving in a role that is currently vacant
or becoming an intern with the Pine Lily Chapter, please
contact Karina Veaudry at kveaudry@nfclandscape.com or
(321) 388-4781.

Upcoming Meetings & Presentations

Links to online meeting presentations are sent via
email to members and can be found in the
newsletters.
•

•
•
•
•
•

June 24 – Florida Birds and the Effects of
Human Interactions
o Rocky Milburn
June 26 Field Trip – Lake Lizzie Preserve, South
Loop
July 22 – Tree Diversity in Osceola County
o Chris Kincaid
July 24 Field Trip – Shingle Creek South Sector
Hike
July 31 – Members Only Native Plant Pick-up
August 22 – The Caterpillar Connection
o Deborah Green

Native Plant Nursery
Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery
Boasts over 150 native plants!
11303 FL-33, Groveland, FL 34736
(352) 396-6831

Support Pine Lily Through PayPal

If you value the work that we do of conservation,
preservation, and restoration of Osceola County’s native
plants and native plant communities, please consider
donating through PayPal to support our Chapter.

Support Pine Lily Through AmazonSmile
Please consider choosing Florida Native Plant Society Pine
Lily Chapter Inc as your charity when placing Amazon
orders through AmazonSmile. Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible products to the Pine Lily
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.
Thank You!

Let’s keep in touch!

Click the icons below to visit Pine Lily Chapter
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages

Pine Lily Chapter Email:
PineLily@FNPS.org
Pine Lily Chapter Website:
Pinelily.fnpschapter.org

