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Next Chapter Online Meeting
July 22, 2021 - 6:30pm
Join by clicking the link below:

https://youtu.be/uRh4kvUPEe8

Speaker: Rocky Milburn
Topic: Florida Birds and the Effects of Human
Interactions
Chris Kincaid was born in Tennessee and
spent his childhood in Arkansas. His free
time was spent immersed in the Ozark and
Ouachita Mountains and bottomlands of the
Mississippi Delta. As a young man Chris
worked with the Boy Scouts of America on
their national staff in Cimarron New Mexico,
as a backcountry trail crew foreman and
eventually promoted to Associate Director
of Conservation. He later went to work as Arkansas State Parks
Trail Maintenance Supervisor and was later promoted as a Park
Superintendent and spent seven years working along the shore of
the Arkansas River.
Upon moving to Florida in 2007 he worked as the Recreation
Coordinator for the Bunnell District of the Florida Forest Service.
Shortly thereafter he was certified as a Florida Wildland
Firefighter and two years later graduated from the University of
Florida.
In 2015 he accepted the position of Public Lands Specialist with
Osceola County Parks and was promoted to his current position of
Urban Forester in 2016.
In his free time Chris spends time playing music, foraging wild
edibles, and observing and photographing wildlife. Chris holds a
bachelor’s degree in Organizational Management and a master’s
degree in Forest Resources and Conservation, a minor in Soil and
Water Science and a graduate certificate in Wetland and Water
Resources Management.

Shingle Creek Field TripSouth Sector
Saturday, July 24, 2021
Please register on Eventbrite Here
This field trip will begin on the front porch at the Welcome
Center, where visitors can return to learn about Osceola
County history and natural resources. We will walk under
Highway 192 along the creek and cross the creek on the
boardwalk and bridge that parallels the old Midland Railroad
track. We will wander through pine flatwoods, an oak
hammock and into the edge of the Shingle Creek swamp, the
headwaters to the Everglades ecosystem.
Effort Level: Moderate; the trail is part sun, part shade on
boardwalk and dirt. Wheelchair access is not great.
Please come prepared to hike in the Florida heat, bringing
water, snack, sunscreen, and bug spray. Since we will be in
marshy areas, appropriate footwear is suggested.
Please bring a face mask just in case, and you will have to sign
a waiver form onsite.
Toilets are available in the Welcome Center.

Florida’s Remarkable New Wildlife Corridor
from the Panhandle to the Keys
The state has created a national model for how to safeguard threatened species for generations.

By Dexter Filkins

This week, Florida’s governor, Ron DeSantis, who is known nationally for his
unstinting impersonation of the state’s most famous new resident, signed
into law a remarkable piece of environmental legislation that could become
a model for the rest of the country. The project will establish the Florida
Wildlife Corridor, a blueprint for the state to connect all of its large national
and state parks with tracts of open land.
This week, Florida’s governor, Ron DeSantis, who is known nationally for his
unstinting impersonation of the state’s most famous new resident, signed
into law a remarkable piece of environmental legislation that could become
a model for the rest of the country. The project will establish the Florida
Wildlife Corridor, a blueprint for the state to connect all of its large
national and state parks with tracts of open land.
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The corridor, once complete, would create an unbroken swath of preserved land from the Alabama state line all the way to the
Florida Keys, nearly eight hundred miles away. It would ensure that a population of wildlife—whether it be black bears or panthers
or gopher tortoises—would not be cut off from other groups of its species, which is one of the main drivers of extinction.
The legislation, passed unanimously by the Republican-controlled legislature, commits the state to spending as much as four hundred
million dollars in the first year to purchase land identified in the corridor map. Backers say they hope the state will continue funding
the project in the years ahead. For now, they are savoring their victory, which they say will help safeguard the environment for future
generations. “We’re in a race against time,’’ Carlton Ward, Jr., a Tampa-based conservation photographer who is one of the leading
proponents of the corridor, said. “In ten years, if we don’t act, most of this land will be gone.”
As envisioned, the corridor could ultimately encompass eighteen million acres, about half of Florida’s total area. Roughly ten million
acres are currently conserved in one form or another.
Environmental experts have long touted the need for wildlife
corridors to better help populations stay connected and
maintain their genetic diversity. Underpasses beneath major
highways—for Florida panthers along Interstate 75, for
instance—have been in place for years, and the Okefenokee
National Wildlife Refuge, on the Georgia-Florida border, and
Osceola National Forest, in north Florida, were connected by the
purchase of a roughly ten-mile corridor in the mid-twothousands. But Florida is the first state to draw up a map for the
entire state and get behind it with real money. “Florida is way
ahead of the rest of the country,’’ Tom Hoctor, the director of
the Center for Landscape Conservation Planning at the
University of Florida, told me.
Across the country, Republican politicians have often opposed
efforts to protect wildlife and the environment from heedless
development. But in Florida the Party’s environmental record is
more nuanced. In 1990, led by the Republican governor Bob
Martinez, the legislature approved Florida Preservation 2000,
which set aside three hundred million dollars annually for the
acquisition of environmentally sensitive lands.

- Corridor continued Ten years later, the program was superseded by Florida Forever, which was backed by the Republican governor Jeb Bush and runs
in perpetuity. More than two million acres of environmentally pristine areas were bought or otherwise set aside; the program, the
most ambitious of its kind in the country, became hugely popular in the state.
Then came the financial crisis of 2008, which starved the state of revenues. Governor Charlie Crist, then a Republican, drastically
reduced funding for Florida Forever. (Florida requires that the state government balance its budget each year.) Then Governor Rick
Scott, a hard-line conservative, was elected, in 2010; he was so opposed to environmental protection that he forbade the use of
the phrases “climate change” or “global warming” in state documents. Although Florida’s economy recovered, Scott never fully
restored funding for Florida Forever. The program languished, but then, in 2014, voters approved Amendment 1, known as the
Florida Water and Land Conservation Initiative, which attempted to restore funding. Still, Scott and his conservative successor,
DeSantis, found ways to divert the money for other uses.
The American Rescue Plan, passed by Congress earlier this year to boost an economy reeling from the COVID-19 pandemic, provided
an opportunity to break the deadlock. Under that law, some three hundred million dollars became available to the state for land
purchases, and Florida agreed to pitch in up to a hundred million dollars. Carlton Ward, Jr. and his cohorts, working with the state
senate president Wilton Simpson, a Republican, endorsed the wildlife corridor as a guide to future purchases; the legislation sailed
to approval. DeSantis had planned a public ceremony to celebrate the legislation, but, after the collapse of the condominium tower
in Surfside, last week, he signed the bill on Tuesday without fanfare.
The corridor could offer sustained relief to the state’s endangered species. For wildlife, the road to extinction almost always begins
when populations become cut off from one another. Marooned in pockets, or islands, an isolated herd—of eastern elk, say, the
last of which disappeared in 1877, in Pennsylvania—can no longer mate with nearby populations. The isolated elk are left to breed
with each other, and their genetic diversity declines. Over time, some change in the environment—maybe a tick-borne disease or
more habitat disappearing—pushes the genetically vulnerable population to the vanishing point. That’s how species die.
This path is so well worn that its patterns can be explained, in part, by “island biogeography,” which was originally developed to
describe the dynamics of isolated communities living on islands at sea. The lesson is that nothing is so threatening to the survival of
a species than for its population to be broken up—to be stranded on islands. The Florida Wildlife Corridor is a direct answer to that
threat.
One of the most imaginative segments in the corridor would connect two huge tracts of land—Eglin Air Force Base and its adjacent
forests in the Florida Panhandle and Alabama, totaling about a million acres, and Apalachicola National Forest, which, with
adjacent preserved lands, totals another million acres. The two areas are separated by about fifty miles; a twelve-mile-wide
corridor, totaling about half a million acres, would link the two together. For that to happen, several vast parcels would have to be
purchased or otherwise set aside. Even if the Florida Wildlife Corridor receives sustained funding, that could take years to
complete. “It would be a fantastically large swath of conserved land,’’ Hilary Swain, the executive director at Archbold Biological
Station, in Venus, Florida, said.
One of the remarkable aspects of the Florida Wildlife Corridor is that it includes several privately-owned cattle ranches. One of
them is called Blackbeard, located in the southern part of the state, in Manatee County. With five thousand acres, Blackbeard’s
Ranch contains several ecosystems, including creeks, sloughs, and oak hammocks, and is home to myriad species, including
panthers, black bears, and indigo snakes. The ranch is managed by Jim Strickland, whose family has been in the business since
1860. In 2018, the state bought the development rights to a third of Blackbeard’s Ranch, essentially preventing any future
development. Unlike so many other similar parcels in Florida’s history, it’s a good bet that Blackbeard will never become a gated
community or a golf course.
“There was a time when ranchers and environmentalists couldn’t stand to be in the same room together,’’ Strickland told me. But
with nearly a thousand people arriving in Florida every day—it’s been that way, almost without interruption, since the nineteensixties—ranchers and environmentalists have come to realize that they care about the same things. “We both watched the land
disappear together,’’ he said. “My hope is that this ranch can stay the way it is now forever.”

Did You Know?
FNPS Has a license plate!

We need to secure 3,000 voucher sales before the
State of Florida will begin printing the plates. The
Florida Native Plant Society will receive $25 for each
license plate sold. Pre-order your plate here!
https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher

Hello from The Nature Consrvancy’s
Disney Wilderness Preserve!
We’re excited to share that The Disney Wilderness Preserve is
hosting a statewide art contest, Nature Inspires! As a partner
and collaborator, we thought you’d be interested in sharing this
fun project with your communities and networks. Here are is a
brief project overview, and you can visit the landing page on
Nature.org or view the attached flyer for more details.
•

•

What Florida Native Plant is Blooming
Today? 
By Loret Thatcher

WILD LIME;
PRICKLYASH,
Zanthoxylum fagara
Pretty aromatic tree.
Watch the thorns!
Provides cover for
fauna, fruits eaten by
wildlife.
Larval host: Giant Swallowtail (Papilio cresphontes) and Schaus’
Swallowtail (Heraclides aristodemus) (in range)
Learn: http://www.fnps.org/plants/plant/zanthoxylum-fagara
Native American Ethnobotany for this
genus: http://naeb.brit.org/uses/search/?string=Zanthoxylum+fag
ara
Where does it grow in
Florida? http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=280
4
The honeybees were visiting this plant en masse this week.

•

We’re collecting Florida-inspired visual art submissions
digitally from Florida residents. Our intention is to
celebrate nature and themes we’ve all needed this year
more than ever: connection and hope.
o Participants must be over 18 and residents of the
state of Florida. Only one submission per person is
allowed.
o We are not accepting photo or video submissions.
o Up to 50 submissions will be accepted online until
August 14, 2021, and winners will be announced
on or around September 17, 2021.
Winners and honorable mention pieces will be collected to
be featured in a temporary gallery at The Disney
Wilderness Preserve this Fall/Winter.
Prizes for winners include exclusive experiences at The
Disney Wilderness Preserve.

We’d appreciate your help to spread the word about this super
fun project! Here’s how…
a. Share the attached flyer (digitally or printed) with local
community organizations, partners, libraries,
neighbors, colleges/universities, places of worship,
businesses, co-workers, volunteers and art groups.
b. Share the landing page on
Nature.org: https://www.nature.org/en-us/getinvolved/how-to-help/volunteer-and-attendevents/find-local-events-and-opportunities/floridanature-inspires-art-contest/
c. Share the future social media posts
on Facebook and Instagram.
Thank you for your time and consideration to support this
exciting new community engagement opportunity. Please
respond directly to me with any questions or concerns.
Hannah O’Malley
(she/her/hers)
The Nature Conservancy
Disney Wilderness Preserve
Outreach and Volunteer Specialist
Phone: (407) 935-0002, ext. 102

Pine Lily Chapter Leadership Team
•
•
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•
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Karina Veaudry – President
VACANT – President Elect
Tayler Figueroa – Chapter Representative
Stephanie Gaspar – Secretary
VACANT – Treasurer
Valerie Anderson – Policy & Legislation Comm. Chair
VACANT – Education & Outreach Coordinator
Acaica Dunkley – Conservation Committee Chair
Sandy Webb – Conservation Committee Vice Chair
Jennifer Cobb Adams – Membership Comm. Chair
VACANT – Newsletter Editor
Mark Gaspar – Website Manager
VACANT – Publicity Committee Chair
VACANT – Social Media Coordinator

Serving on a Non-profit Board of Directors is the perfect
opportunity to gain experience in each respective area of
interest and make personal and professional connections that
can assist with hobbies, conservation of native ecosystems,
community service hours, extra credit, internships, careers,
and getting to know your community and political processes.
If you are interested in serving in a role that is currently vacant
or becoming an intern with the Pine Lily Chapter, please
contact Karina Veaudry at kveaudry@nfclandscape.com or
(321) 388-4781.

Upcoming Meetings & Presentations

Links to online meeting presentations are sent via
email to members and can be found in the
newsletters and on social media.
•
•
•
•
•

July 22 – Tree Diversity in Osceola County
o Chris Kincaid
July 24 Field Trip – Shingle Creek South Sector
Hike
July 31 – Members Only Native Plant Pick-up
August 22 – The Caterpillar Connection
o Deborah Green
August 28 Field Trip – St. Cloud Lakefront Park

Native Plant Nursery
Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery

Specializing in Florida native plants and wildflowers,
with a focus on upland plant species. The nursery has
8 acres under production and features more than
150 species of native plants.
11303 FL-33, Groveland, FL 34736
(352) 396-6831

Support Pine Lily Through PayPal

If you value the work that we do of conservation,
preservation, and restoration of Osceola County’s native
plants and native plant communities, please consider
donating through PayPal to support our Chapter.

Support Pine Lily Through AmazonSmile
Please consider choosing Florida Native Plant Society Pine
Lily Chapter Inc as your charity when placing Amazon
orders through AmazonSmile. Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible products to the Pine Lily
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.
Thank You!

Let’s keep in touch!

Click the icons below to visit Pine Lily Chapter
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages

Pine Lily Chapter Email:
PineLily@FNPS.org
Pine Lily Chapter Website:
Pinelily.fnpschapter.org

