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Next Chapter Online Meeting
October 28, 2021 - 6:30pm

Bioblitz Hike at Split Oak Forest
Field Trip

https://youtu.be/HMynnHHUIZo

Saturday, October 30, 2021
9am-11am

Join by clicking the link below:

Speaker: Patrick J. Bohlen, PhD
Topic: Managing native plants to support
biodiversity
Patrick Bohlen has a diverse
academic background that
started with training in soil
and ecosystem ecology at
Ohio state where he
received his PhD in
entomology.
Patrick spent many years
researching the effects of
earthworms on nutrient
cycling in a variety of
ecosystems.
From 1998-2010, Patrick was the research director of Archbold
Biological Station’s MacArthur Agroecology Research Center.
Since then, he has served at UCF as Director of Landscape and
Natural Resources as well as the Director of the Arboretum,
the educational and academic arm of the program.
The Arboretum’s mission is to cultivate, celebrate, and
communicate the value of plants, ecosystems, and biodiversity
to human well-being. Patrick’s work focuses on conservation
of biodiversity in human-dominated landscapes.
You don’t want to miss his presentation on Thursday, October
28th! He will be live on YouTube to discuss the role of native
plants in supporting biodiversity and will be available for any
questions or comments you may have.

Please register on Eventbrite Here
We are hosting a Saturday morning hike at Split Oak
Forest during BioBlitz 2021! We invite everyone to
join the hike, regardless of plant ID experience.
We are using the iNaturalist app to collect
information on the biodiversity of Split Oak Forest.
Cell phones with iNaturalist app installed are optional
but not required for the hike. To download the
iNaturalist app, visit the Apple or Android app store.
The field trip will start at 9:00 a.m. at the parking lot
off Clapp Simms Duda Road. There is no restroom or
running water at the park. Dress for Florida outdoors.
Activities will be in the sun most of the time. Bring
water, sunscreen, hat, insect repellent, snacks,
optional picnic lunch, and proper clothing for the
weather.

Amazing Ants of Florida
There are more kinds of ants living in Florida than any other state in
the East—over 240 species! Yet, the public remains unaware of their
remarkable lives. The big exception to this rule is Dr. Mark Deyrup,
Archbold Emeritus Entomologist, who has been cataloguing and
describing the ants of Florida at Archbold since 1982.
Deyrup is author and illustrator of the book 'Ants of Florida:
Identification and Natural History'. He shared, "If there were a zoo
for Florida ants, here are a few species that might be on display. It
would be a miniature zoo, as the animals are only 2-4 millimeters in
length.
Drawing of the Common Stopper Ant (Camponotus impressus) by Mark Deyrup.

1) The Florida Rosemary Big-Headed Ant (Pheidole adrianoi) digs deep burrows in open sand around Florida Rosemary
shrubs. Workers of this species come in two sizes; the smaller individuals probably gather tiny seeds that the large ones grind
up with their massive jaws.
2) The Common Stopper Ant (Camponotus impressus) lives in hollow dead twigs up in living trees. Some larger workers have
an enlarged head used to plug the entrance hole into the twig if the ant colony is attacked. Another twig-inhabiting ant
introduced from the tropics might be threatening Florida Stopper Ants, but this has not been studied. Threats to ant species
don’t get much attention from conservationists.
3) The Woolly Pygmy Snapping Ant (Strumigenys lanuginose) is a rare species found in layers of dead leaves. Its long jaws
can snap shut in a fraction of a second to impale creatures even smaller than itself. The long, curved hairs on its abdomen are
unique to this species; their function is a total mystery."
To learn more about Florida’s ants, visit the Archbold Entomology website and AntWeb, the world’s largest online database
for ants.

https://www.archboldstation.org/html/research/entom/entom.html?bblinkid=249039763&bbemailid=29368048&bbejrid=1883412004
https://www.antweb.org/adm1.do?name=Florida&country=United+States

Remembering Loret Thatcher
By Jenny Welch & Ginny Stibolt
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She started a blog called “What Florida Native Plant Is Blooming Today?”
chronicling what was blooming in her own small yard.
This was followed by “Tales of a Central Florida Wildlife Garden” and
“Central Florida Critter of the Day”.
All of them wildly successful and followed by people around the world. In addition, she was a member of two team blogs:
Beautiful Wildlife Gardens and and Native Plant & Wildlife Gardens along with top garden writers around the country. Her
excellent photography of native plants, butterflies, and insects have been everywhere including Alabama Butterfly Atlas, Earth
and Space News, The Humane Gardener, and others. Her photography was also on exhibit at the Palm Beach Photographic
Centre for 3 months for the Going Native exhibit.
Loret was a local activist against putting a road through Split Oak Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area. She was also a local
activist against putting coal ash into Osceola County landfill. She was a local activist against political corruption.
Loret was a private person and did not talk much about her past or her disability of severe scoliosis or her long battle with
colon cancer. She did share her love for her dogs, mostly elderly setters that she adopted. Her name on Facebook, Loret T.
Setters, illustrates both her desire for privacy and her love for her English Setters.
Below are some pictures taken by Loret from her Blog:

Wild allamanda

Aster

Jagged Ambush Bug on biden flower

Wasp on monarda punctata

Plant Profile: Habenaria Floribunda
Habenaria floribunda, also
known as the toothpetal
false reinorchid, is one of
Florida’s most
common terrestrial orchid.
It is found in swamps and
hardwood forests
throughout most of
peninsular Florida and
typically blooms fall
through winter. The semishowy flowers are
aromatic either a sweet
fragrance or an unpleasant
odor, depending on who
you ask.
Toothpetal false reinorchid flowers are relatively small (about
¼–½ inches), green to yellowish-green and resupinate.
The corolla is composed of two earlike lateralpetals and
a spurredlabellum, each with a toothlike projection at its base.
The calyx is formed by two wide-spreading lateral sepals and a
single dorsal sepal that curves to form a hood over the column.
Flowers are bilaterally symmetrical and born
on erectterminalracemes in numbers of 10 to 30 or more.
Leaves are bright green, fleshy and elliptic to lanceolate with
an acuteapex. They are alternately arranged and decrease in
size as they ascend the stem. The fruit is an upwardpointing capsule with many tiny seeds.
The genus name Habenaria is from the Latin habena, meaning
“whip,” “halter” or “reins,” and may reference the spurred lip.
The species epithet floribunda is from the Latin flores or
“flowers,” and abundans or “abundant.”
Family: Orchidaceae (Orchid family)
Native range: Nearly throughout peninsula, from Duval,
Bradford, Alachua and Levy counties south to Miami-Dade; not
vouchered in Monroe County mainland or the Keys
To see where natural populations of Toothpetal false reinorchid have
been vouchered, visit florida.plantatlas.usf.edu.

Hardiness: Zones 8A–10B
Lifespan: Perennial
Soil: Moist to wet, well-drained sandy or calcareous soils
Exposure: Partial shade
Growth habit: 12–15” when flowering
Garden tips:Toothpetal false reinorchid is best suited for moist
naturalistic landscapes. Although not widely cultivated, it is
occasionally available from nurseries that specialize in Florida
native plants. Visit www.PlantRealFlorida.org to find a nursery.

Plant Profile: Florida Ziziphus

Florida Ziziphus in fruit.

Florida Ziziphus (Pseudoziziphus celata) is one of the most
endangered plants in the world. The extreme rarity and lack
of genetic diversity among the known populations means
this plant is vulnerable to extinction.
For more than 20 years, Archbold has collaborated with Bok
Tower Gardens to study this rare plant and reintroduce
plants back into suitable habitats on the Lake Wales Ridge.
There have been years of hard work with our collaborators
and Archbold staff including Carl Weekley, Stacy Smith, and
Stephanie Koontz.
Recently, in what has been called a milestone in the
recovery of Florida Ziziphus, one of the transplanted
populations has produced fruit and germinated a secondgeneration seedling.
There is now new hope for the plant’s long-term survival. As
a result, Archbold plant ecologists are introducing Florida
Ziziphus into multiple new sites including The Nature
Conservancy’s Tiger Creek Preserve and the Lake Wales
Ridge National Wildlife Refuge.
Dr. Eric Menges, Archbold Plant Ecology Program Director,
shared, "We need to be long term stewards for imperiled
species. We can’t just walk away from rare species like the
Florida Scrub-Jay or Florida Ziziphus." The future of Florida
Ziziphus and other endangered species depends on the
dedicated work of Archbold scientists and their conservation
partners, backed by the generosity of loyal friends like you.
Click here to support Archbold’s work.

Florida Native Plant Society 2022
Grant Awards

Meet Our New Intern:
Matthew Rocco!

The Florida Native Plant Society maintains an Endowment
Research Grant program for the purpose of funding
research on native plants. These are small grants ($2500 or
less), awarded for a 1-year period, and intended to support
research that forwards the mission of the Florida Native
Plant Society which is "to promote the preservation,
conservation, and restoration of the native plants and
native plant communities of Florida."
FNPS Conservation Grants support applied native plant
conservation projects in Florida. These grants ($5000 or
less) are awarded for a 1-year period. These projects
promote the preservation, conservation, or restoration of
rare or imperiled native plant taxa and rare or imperiled
native plant communities. To qualify for a Conservation
Grant, the proposed project must be sponsored by an FNPS
Chapter.
The Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany will provide up to
$1500 to graduate or undergraduate students who are
studying Florida ethnobotany – i.e., the study of the
relationship between peoples or cultures with plants native
to Florida or Florida ecosystems. These can be current uses
or historic uses.
The Florida Native Plant Society has established a Cornelia
McNamara Grant program for the purpose of funding
applied research on native plants and habitats, particularly
those that are rare or imperiled. These are small grants
($1500 or less), awarded for a 1-year period, and intended
to support research that will yield data to inform the
management for or restoration of native species and
habitats. Application guidelines and details are on the FNPS
Web site (www.fnps.org), click on ‘What We Do/Awards and
Grants’. Questions regarding the grant programs should be
sent to info@fnps.org.

Matthew will be working with the Board of Directors and
assisting with Membership recruitment, the newsletter, and
other tasks.
Matthew is currently earning his master’s degree in Marketing
from the University of South Florida and is expected to
graduate in Spring 2022. He is originally from Nashville, TN and
moved to Florida to earn his undergraduate degree in
International Business Management from Lynn University in
Boca Raton, FL, where he adopted a dog. He would go on to
graduate Magna Cum Laude in May of 2019.
Over the course of his undergraduate and graduate studies,
Matthew has interned with numerous companies, including a
non-profit in Boca Raton.
He is tremendously excited to assist the Pine Lily Chapter of
the Florida Native Plant Society over the course of his
internship.

Application deadline for the 2022 Awards is March 4, 2022.
Awards will be announced at the May 2022 Annual
Conference. Awardees do not have to be present at the
Conference to receive award.
Matthew’s dog, Wally

Is It Time to Finally Restore the
Ocklawaha River?

Leave Those Leaves

Announcement from the National Wildlife Federation

By Eugene Kelly, FNPS Policy Chair
The Ocklawaha River is the largest tributary to the St. Johns River.
Once Upon a time, it was a riverway bustling with boat traffic
because it provided a route for commerce and tourists to travel
from the Atlantic Ocean to the interior of frontier Florida.
Tourists flocked to Silver Springs via the Ocklawaha and Sliver
Rivers. The Ocklawaha and Silver Springs were renowned for
their scenic splendor and astounding wildlife.
But Florida is replete with examples of humanity’s predilection
for improving upon nature. After draining the Everglades, and
while replumbing the Kissimmee River, our early visionaries
turned their attentions to the notion of creating a shipping
channel that would link the Gulf of Mexico with the Atlantic
Ocean and allow shipping to bypass the long journey around the
Florida peninsula and through the Florida Straits. Their Vision
eventually morphed into the Cross Florida Barge Canal project.

Leaves are starting to change
color and begin to fall to the
ground. Did you know that
leaving the leaves in your yard or
garden not only saves you time
and energy but also benefits
wildlife?
Here are a few good reasons to put down the rake:
•

Many wildlife species use the leaf layer as their
primary habitat: salamanders, chipmunks, wood
frogs, box turtles, toads, shrews, earthworms,
millipedes, and thousands of insect species

•

Provide food for wildlife: creatures like earthworms
and millipedes reside in and decompose leaf litter,
and also are themselves a source of food for bigger
wildlife like birds and toads

•

Increase fertility of your soil: as the leaves
decompose, nutrients are added to your soil, and
also allows for greater water retention

Fall Blooming Native Plants

Announcement from the National Wildlife Federation

Photo of insects on
aster by Jenny Welch

Fall-blooming native plants provide beautiful fall color to your
garden, and offer food for butterflies, birds and other backyard
wildlife. Consider Adding one of these beautiful plants to your
garden.
• Goldenrod is a mecca for wildlife; bees, butterflies and
other beneficial insects drink nectar and take shelter,
songbirds eat the seeds, and rabbits and other small
Goldenrod is a mecca for wildlife; bees, butterflies, and other beneficial
mammals browse the leaves.
• Aster attract butterflies, songbirds, and native bees, and are
important for butterfly and moth caterpillars.

Photo of aster by Jenny
Welch

Pine Lily Chapter Leadership Team
Karina Veaudry – President
VACANT – President Elect
Tayler Figueroa – Chapter Representative
Stephanie Gaspar – Secretary
VACANT – Treasurer
Valerie Anderson – Policy & Legislation Comm. Chair
VACANT – Education & Outreach Coordinator
Acaica Dunkley – Conservation Committee Chair
Sandy Webb – Conservation Committee Vice Chair
Jennifer Cobb Adams – Membership Comm. Chair
VACANT – Newsletter Editor
Mark Gaspar – Website Manager
VACANT – Publicity Committee Chair
VACANT – Social Media Coordinator
Serving on a Non-profit Board of Directors is the perfect
opportunity to gain experience in each respective area of
interest and make personal and professional connections that
can assist with hobbies, conservation of native ecosystems,
community service hours, extra credit, internships, careers,
and getting to know your community and political processes.
If you are interested in serving in a role that is currently vacant
or becoming an intern with the Pine Lily Chapter, please
contact Karina Veaudry at kveaudry@nfclandscape.com or
(321) 388-4781.

Upcoming Meetings & Presentations

Links to online meeting presentations are sent via
email to members and can be found in the
newsletters and on social media.
October 28 – Native Plant Biodiversity
o Patrick L. Bohlen
October 30 Field Trip- Split Oak Forest
November – No chapter meeting/presentation
this month
December 16- 6:30 pm Outdoor chapter year
end gathering
o Location TBA

Native Plant Nursery
Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery

Specializing in Florida native plants and wildflowers,
with a focus on upland plant species. The nursery has
8 acres under production and features more than
150 species of native plants.
11303 FL-33, Groveland, FL 34736
(352) 396-6831

Support Pine Lily Through PayPal

If you value the work that we do of conservation,
preservation, and restoration of Osceola County’s native
plants and native plant communities, please consider
donating through PayPal to support our Chapter.

Support Pine Lily Through AmazonSmile
Please consider choosing Florida Native Plant Society Pine
Lily Chapter Inc as your charity when placing Amazon
orders through AmazonSmile. Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible products to the Pine Lily
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.
Thank You!

Let’s keep in touch!

Click the icons below to visit Pine Lily Chapter
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages

Pine Lily Chapter Email:
PineLily@FNPS.org
Pine Lily Chapter Website:
Pinelily.fnpschapter.org

