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Next Chapter Online Meeting
January 27, 2022 - 6:30pm

Twin Oaks Field Trip

Join by clicking the link below:

Saturday, January 29, 2022
9am-11am

https://youtu.be/zCxtD-3tMeI

Please register on Eventbrite Here

Speaker: Mike Maschevich
Topic: Trimming Native Trees

In June, 2010, Osceola County purchased the Twin Oaks
Conservation Area through the Environmental Lands
Conservation Program, formerly known as SAVE Osceola.
The 370-acre parcel, located between Kissimmee and St.
Cloud provides protection and enhancement of water
resources, flood storage, and wildlife habitat along Lake
Tohopekaliga (Toho), part of the Kissimmee Chain of Lakes.

This month’ speaker will be Certified Arborist, Mike Maskevich,
Owner of Branch Management Tree Care. Learn about proper
tree pruning, when to prune and interesting facts about trees.
The presentation will be in the form of a videoed interview with
Mr. Maskevich by Chapter President, Karina Veaudry. Valerie
Anderson recorded the interview at Big Tree Park in Longwood
on January 10th.
Presentations are every fourth Thursday of the month January
through October. Our next presentation will be Thursday,
February 24th. Look for details in your February newsletter.

Message from the President
Happy New Year! I hope your
holidays were healthy and happy.
As the President of the Pine Lily
Chapter of FNPS, I can say we have
lots of plans for the coming year,
and I hope you'll be active.

Twin Oaks is characterized by improved pastures, live oak
hammocks, wet prairies, freshwater marshes, shrub
wetlands and remnant cypress. The property has
historically served as a cattle ranch and sod production
area. As such, the property required restoration efforts to
return the landscape to its natural state. The first phase of
land restoration required over 45,000 new native plants to
be introduced. Come observe this ongoing example of
habitat restoration.
We will be hiking, so be sure to wear appropriate footwear,
bring water, snacks/lunch, insect repellent and wear
sunscreen and hat. Depending on the weather forecast, you
may need extra layers to keep warm and/or a rain jacket.

We want to grow our membership in 2022 and, though we will
still be meeting via Zoom and YouTube for the time being, I
hope you'll encourage your friends to join our chapter.
If you have any ideas for programs, concerns or suggestions,
please feel free to email me at karinaveaudry@gmail.com or
call me at (321) 388-4781. Looking forward to seeing and
hearing from you soon!
Karina Veaudry

Carya glabra, Pignut Hickory

All Questions Are Good! Why Native Plants?
By Amanda Martin, Tarflower Chapter Past President

Who, what, when, where, why and how are the basic starting points for any question. As Spring pushes
new growth and the weather warms, more people are drawn to spend time outdoors. Pruning back dead
branches from fall and clearing out winter annual weeds is the first step to cleaning up the landscape.
Trimmed trees offer more light into lower beds and extra bed space begs the question, what will be
planted next? Ground covers? Wildflowers? Shrubs? Understory trees? Canopy trees? Something that
blooms? Something that stays green all year long? Does it grow fast or slow? Does it need a lot of water
or just a little to get established? Most often I hear the parameters for selecting plant material defined
as such; "I want something that doesn't take a lot of maintenance, doesn't need a lot of water, and looks good all year long." The
University of Florida has created a Florida-Friendly list of plants that aim to fit those requirements. While there are some Florida
native plants on this list, many are exotic to Florida. The big question: why does Native matter?
Being native indicates a historic relationship, tested and tried over time to yield very specific benefits among friends. These
relationships cannot be rushed and in some instances they are very exclusive. For example, butterflies don't lay their eggs on just
any plant. They have developed relationships with specific species, lay their eggs under these leaves, and the hatched larvae
begin to eat the foliage of the plant as they grow. Each caterpillar has a strict diet and will not feed on just any plant. Check out
this IFAS paper on specific larval/host relationships. As a native landscaper I often recommend larval host plants for my clients
and assuredly, if you plant them, they will come. With widespread awareness of monarch habitat loss has come great demand
for milkweed, of all ecological types. Planting nectar and pollen sources for butterflies has become a priority, but the historic
relationship of the monarch and milkweed is what sustains the migrating populations.
There are trees and shrubs available that create habitat for nesting and provide berries for food. Check out this FNPS link for
such habitat providing plants. These plants are uniquely adapted to the soil and climate conditions of Florida. Nutrient poor,
sandy, acidic soils combined with seasonal wet, hot summers and dry, cool winters need durable, tolerant plant-life.
Native, endemic plants have been evolving under these unique conditions throughout history. Selecting native plants assists with
selecting healthy and durable, slow growing plants that tend to be resistant to negative pests (remember, beneficial pollinators
tend to eat foliage too). I find it interesting that several native shrubs offer berries throughout winter time. These berries are a
valuable food source as many species of birds migrate through Florida as the weather warms. Florida being a peninsula and the
first spot of land after flying over the gulf, resting habitat and nutritious food is a welcome sight.
So, why choose natives over other species cheaply and abundantly available at box stores and garden centers? Because the
relationships run deep. We all love a reliable community that we can depend on to be available when we need it.

Acer rubrum, Red Maple

Sabal palmetto, Cabbage Palm

Sabal palmetto, Cabbage Palm
in flower

Taxodium distichum, Bald Cypress

Smarty Plants

A UC Davis Magazine Interview
by Jocelyn Anderson | Dec 14, 2021 | Agriculture, Alumni Authors, Culture, Fall/Winter 2021-22
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to humans?

“Plant scientists understand that the real potential for a plant to be healthy is driven by the
environment and what it has access to. It just occurred to me that we as plant scientists should
be some of the best mentors on the planet if we are able to use what we understand about how plants interact in
the environment. It’s a great way to have a conversation about difficult topics — like mentoring and equity. If we talk about
plant care and what we can learn from that, often we can get deeper into the conversation and people remain open to
difficult topics. I saw the power of it.”

The chapter “A Diverse Community” highlights how different species coexist. What can humans
learn from plants about the value of diversity?
“When we look in nature, plants are always growing in diverse communities. Some are found together because they
collaborate well. Plants growing in diverse communities actually have greater productivity and increased abilities to be
resilient against damage. I think there are a lot of lessons in that for us about how we are constructing our communities and
whether we are drawing on those lessons to cultivate diverse communities.”

Deer Tongue and Catesby Lilies
By Paul Wills

Carphephorus odoratissimus
basal rosette

When you call that pretty, little fall-blooming plant a deer tongue, be sure you know what
you are talking about. Otherwise, you could wind up like me—wrong. Relying on common
names can do you in that way. FNPS members who visited the prairie on the recent field
trip saw the real McCoy. I couldn’t go but they said without doubt they saw Carphephorus
paniculatus and I believe them. What I’ve always called deer tongue turns out to be a very
close relative C. odoratissima which native plant expert Rufino Osorio and others call the
vanilla plant. Blossoms of the two plants don’t look much alike but the leaves do. Both are
shaped like a deer’s tongue. The leaves of the vanilla plant were once a valuable
commodity in Northeast Florida, gathered by woodsmen and sold to tobacco companies
for mixing into pipe tobacco. That’s where I first saw it. It was universally called deer
tongue up there and no doubt still is.

The drying leaves have a distinctive fragrance, due to coumarone, an aromatic remindful of vanilla. When the leaves are
about half-dry, it carries over into the pipe tobacco smoke. Deer tongue flowers, which are different from those of either the
vanilla plant or another close relative named paintbrush (C. corymbosus) grow as small, pink heads somewhat scattered up
and down a husky spike. Rufino pictures paintbrush flowers also as pink but form a flat topped head, while those of vanilla
plants are also flat-topped but are a brilliant purple.

Continued on Next Page -

Deer Tongue Continued All three are striking native plants that brighten up our prairies and pine flatwoods in summer
and fall. Their colors seem brighter with a bit of shade; the vanilla plant requires a dampish
location.
Mixed in with the deer tongue, people on the FNPS field trip found flowering Catesby lilies,
certainly one Florida’s most elegant wildflowers. A more common name is pine lily, but I think
that sounds ordinary for an extraordinary flower. Its botanical name is Lilium catesbaei after
the Englishman Mark Catesby, who found it while botanizing in the Carolinas before the mid1700s.
Considered threatened, the Catesby is found sparsely throughout Florida where it sometimes
can be spotted along a roadside, flaunting its striking colors above the open grass. It has six
separated petals, yellow at the base, with purple spots, and the remainder of each petal is
Carphephorus odoratissimus
bright orange or sometimes clear red. They are arranged in a sort of cup pointing stiffly
bloom
upward from the top of the stem, then recurving backward and down. The flower is sizeable, often four or so inches in
diameter at the top of the cup. The seedpod is a brown capsule half the length of a man’s thumb.
This single stem, one-bloom lily, which grows from Louisiana to Virginia, probably is more
common in our area than in the most of its range. I’ve heard reports from people who
found them by the hundreds on a single outing on the Kissimmee flatlands, though I
never have been that lucky. Since it is a listed species, it cannot be dug in the wild. It is a
difficult flower to cultivate. Even if you were to find it in a nursery, you would find that it
tends to decline and die, despite the best of care, and the flowers are said to be duller
and smaller in a garden than they are in the wild. This wildflower is simply one of the
most appealing of the huge, complex lily family and is determined to stay untamed. It has
long been perhaps my favorite wildflower. A friend painted one for me in its precise size
and color; that picture has a prominent place on my wall.
Carphephorus corymbosus bloom

The Home Garden Self-Pronouncing Dictionary of Plant Names, edited by Ralph Bailey, 1948:
paniculatus – pan-ik-ye-lay-tus: having a type of flower cluster classified as a panicle.
odoratissimus – oh-dor-at-tiss-im-us: very fragrant
corymbosus – kor-im-boh-sus: with corymbs
“Nobody sees a flower—really—it is so small it takes time—we haven’t time—and to see takes time, like to have a friend
takes time.” —Georgia O’Keefe

Winter Blooming Native Plants
Carolina Jessamine, Gelsemium sempervirens is an evergreen flowering vine that
blooms in late winter. In the landscape, it is recommended to train it on a fence or
arbor or allow it to grow on trees. This beautiful vine can be planted in full sun to part
shade in loam/sand and can withstand somewhat long very dry periods. Jessamine
attracts hummingbirds, with the fruits drawing warblers, grosbeaks, cardinals,
mockingbirds, titmice, chickadees, and thrashers. The flowers attract bees and
butterflies. Bees include Habropoda laboriosa, Bornbus griseocollis, B.
impatiens and Xylocopa virgilzica Krornbeini (Deyrup et al. 2002). This plant is toxic if
eaten.

Chapter Interns
For the next three months
Twannetta Weaver will be working
with the Pine Lily Chapter on such
issues as researching the commercial
harvesting practices of Saw Palmetto
and Rusty Lyonia and assisting with
the research and mapping of the
critical areas of conservation in Osceola County.
Twannetta is a student at Seminole State College and is
currently studying Digital Marketing and Content Analysis.
She is a Florida native and has always had a passion to
understand the dynamics of our natural landscape, the very
essence to what makes our lush subtropical atmosphere so
appealing.
When Twannetta is not busy studying, she enjoys visiting
the state's beautiful beaches (her favorite is Clearwater
Beach) and the hidden smaller, lesser known barrier islands
where relaxation is paramount and bird watching and
enjoying the view of a magnificent sunset is the night's
entertainment. She frequents state parks, especially when
manatee season is in full effect. Two favorite places to see
manatees is Blue Springs State Park and Three Sister's in
Crystal River. Other native habitats enjoyed are the many
natural springs in the Central Florida area such as DeLeon
Springs and Alexander Springs in the Ocala National Forest.
Twannetta states, “I'm excited to be of service to the Pine
Lily Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society and I look
forward to learning a lot.”

"Hello, my name is Isabella Keen! I
am a junior majoring in Marketing at
the University of Central Florida. I am
excited to join fellow interns
Twannetta and Matt at the Florida
Native Plant Society this Spring
semester to assist in the FNPS mission of preserving and
restoring Osceola County’s native habitat for wildlife and to
create a safer environment for Floridians. Specifically, I will
be working to distribute videos across multiple social media
platforms, government TV and digital community calendars
and assisting in fund raising for native plant demonstration
gardens. If you see my name representing the Pine Lily
chapter, this is who I am!"

Chapter Elections &
Annual Meeting
01/20/22-01/27/22
This Thursday, January 20th, Pine Lily Chapter members will
receive an email to vote for our nomination slate of Officers
and Directors. Due to COVID-19 and the virtual nature of our
meetings, voting will close at 6:00pm on Thursday, January
27th. The nomination slate is below.
Without you, our members, we wouldn't be able to
accomplish the work that we do, so please send in your
vote! And if you haven't already, please consider a volunteer
position to help keep our Chapter running! As little as 6
hours per month could make a huge difference in us being
able to conserve, preserve, and restore the native plants and
native plant communities in Osceola County.
Officers Elected Even Years
(2-Year Term)

Election Cycle

President – Karina Veaudry

2022

Chapter Representative – Tayler Figueroa

2022

Secretary – VACANT

2022

Officers Elected Odd Years
(Currently a 1-Year Term)
President-Elect – VACANT

2023

Treasurer – Jim Moody

2023

Board Directors (2-Year Term)
Education & Outreach Comm. Chair – VACANT

2022

Publicity Comm. Chair – VACANT

2022

Membership Comm. Chair – Jennifer Adams

2022

Other Chapter Positions Needed
Field Trip Coordinator – VACANT
Social Media Coordinator – VACANT
Newsletter Editor – VACANT

Pine Lily Chapter Leadership Team
President – Karina Veaudry
President Elect – VACANT
Chapter Representative – Tayler Figueroa
Secretary – VACANT
Treasurer – VACANT
Policy & Legislation Comm. Chair – Valerie Anderson
Education & Outreach Comm. Chair – VACANT
Conservation Committee Chair – Acaica Dunkley
Conservation Committee Vice Chair – Sandy Webb
Membership Comm. Chair – Jennifer Cobb Adams
Publicity Committee Chair – VACANT
Newsletter Editor – VACANT
Website Manager – Mark Gaspar
Field Trip Coordinator – VACANT
Social Media Coordinator – VACANT
Serving on a Non-profit Board of Directors is the perfect
opportunity to gain experience in each respective area of
interest and make personal and professional connections that
can assist with hobbies, conservation of native ecosystems,
community service hours, extra credit, internships, careers,
and getting to know your community and political processes.
If you are interested in serving in a role that is currently vacant
or becoming an intern with the Pine Lily Chapter, please
contact Karina Veaudry at kveaudry@nfclandscape.com or
(321) 388-4781.

Upcoming Meetings & Presentations
Links to online meeting presentations are sent via
email to members and can be found in the
newsletters and on social media.
January 21 – Florida Arbor Date
January 27 – Trimming Native Trees
o Mike Maschevich
January 29 Field Trip – Twin Oaks
February 24, 6:30 pm – TBA
o Speaker TBA
February 26 Field Trip – Location TBA

Native Plant Nursery
Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery

Specializing in Florida native plants and wildflowers,
with a focus on upland plant species. The nursery has
8 acres under production and features more than
150 species of native plants.
11303 FL-33, Groveland, FL 34736
(352) 396-6831

Support Pine Lily Through PayPal

If you value the work that we do of conservation,
preservation, and restoration of Osceola County’s native
plants and native plant communities, please consider
donating through PayPal to support our Chapter.

Let’s keep in touch!
Click the icons below to visit Pine Lily Chapter
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages

Support Pine Lily Through AmazonSmile
Please consider choosing Florida Native Plant Society Pine
Lily Chapter Inc as your charity when placing Amazon
orders through AmazonSmile. Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible products to the Pine Lily
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.
Thank You!

Pine Lily Chapter Email:
PineLily@FNPS.org
Pine Lily Chapter Website:
Pinelily.fnpschapter.org

