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Next Chapter Meeting
Virtually by Zoom
March 24, 2022 - 6:30pm

Invasive Species Removal
Lake Lizzie North Loop
Sunday, March 20, 2022
9:30am-12:00pm
Please register on Eventbrite Here
Lake Lizzie Conservation Area consists of several parcels
purchased with funds from both the state Conservation and
Recreational Lands (CARL) program and the Environmental
Lands Conservation Program, formerly known as SAVE
Osceola. The 1,076-acre preserve is located on Lake Lizzie,
Bay Lake and Trout Lake in the Upper Kissimmee Chain of
Lakes.
We will be at the North Loop removing invasive species that
were identified the prior Saturday. In particular, we will be
hunting for Rose Myrtle (see photo) and Brazilian
Peppertree. Familiarity with the iNaturalist app is
recommended. Volunteer credit hours are available for this
event.

It’s spring! Many of our favorite native plants are blooming or
coming up from seed. You’ll notice there are lots of new
“weedy” plants popping up in your landscape as well. Next
Thursday we’ll be having a member’s only virtual Spring Garden
Chat talking about some of these common and lesser-known
plants. Come and join us, let us know what you’ve seen in your
own yard, what some of your favorites are, or maybe something
you’ve always seen around, but never knew the name of. It will
be a very informal chat and we’d love to see our members and
get to know each other! A Zoom link to join will be sent to all
members next week by email.
Presentations and/or meetings are every fourth Thursday of the
month January through October. Our next presentation will be
Thursday, April 28th.

This event will require some physical exertion - hiking to the
location with shovels & clippers, digging out/cutting back
brush, and loading it onto a tarp, bags or vehicle for
removal. Closed-toe shoes/boots are recommended, along
with proper clothing for working in the sun. Water and
snacks are advised.
Photo by Tayler Figueroa

Viburnum obovatum, Walter’s Viburnum

Split Oak Forest
Spring Field Trip
Saturday, March 26, 2022
8:30am-11:00am
Please register on Eventbrite Here

Strategic Planning Session
On Sunday, February 13 Pine Lily had our first annual Strategic
Planning Session in conjunction with our monthly Board of
Directors meeting. Discussions on annual event planning,
goals, and member connection and networking was led by
Chapter Representative Tayler Figueroa and President Karina
Veaudry. Thank you to Jim Moody, Treasurer; Jennifer Adams,
Membership Committee Chair; Valerie Anderson, Policy &
Legislation Committee Chair; Acaica Dunkley, Conservation
Committee Chair; and our three interns Twannetta Weaver,
Matthew Rocco, and Isabella Keen for participating!
We’re slowly venturing back out into the world of in-person
events and meetings due to the pandemic, but we’re planning
a member’s only social and two garden parties this year. Field
trips have begun again, and we will transition to hybrid
meetings this year. Stay tuned for more details over the next
few months!

The Pine Lily Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society is
hosting a Saturday morning hike at Split Oak Forest to
experience the transition into spring! You can bring your
children and fur-babies (on leash please) on this hike.
Split Oak Forest is an oasis of peace and calm in the middle of
a highly developed area. Gopher tortoise, deer, fox squirrels,
and unique native plants abound. Rumor has it that even a
panther might have been spotted nearby! Help keep this
important piece of native Florida protected from development
by attending this hike and finding out how you can help
preserve Split Oak Forest.
Dress appropriately for hiking in the Florida weather, wearing
a hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, and insect repellent. Wearing
closed toed shoes/boots is recommended. It is very important
that you bring water and maybe a snack. We may have rain,
so check the weather and bring a jacket / poncho if necessary.
Photo by Tayler Figueroa

Lonicera sempervirens, Coral Honeysuckle

Intern Spotlight

Interview with Intern Twannetta Weaver
Watch the full interview on YouTube Here

“I go to Seminole State College, I’m majoring in a couple of things: entrepreneurship and digital marketing with content
analysis as my major. I eventually aspire to be an attorney, contract law. Being able to find a way to mesh those two worlds is
really interesting. Contracts pretty much serve a purpose in everything that we do and so understanding how contracts work,
and of course now I’m understanding the environment piece. I feel that I can certainly leverage those skills and find a way to
do good with the legal experience as well…from a state perspective, and just really thinking through, you know, how do we
continue to create laws that protect people and protect our plants?”

Gopher Tortoise Day
At Split Oak Forest
Saturday, April 9, 2022

Pine Lily and Tarflower chapters will be attending this event next month. Stay tuned on social
media for more details!

Know Your Gopher Tortoise
By Marti Wolf

Have you seen this tortoise? Who knows how much longer they’ll be
around for us to see? Gopher tortoises are burrowing reptiles naturally
found in all counties of Florida. According to the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission, they live 40-60 years, but in
captivity they can live to be 90 years old.
Gopher tortoises live in sandy soil habitats with longleaf pines and oaks,
as well as coastal dunes that are conducive to burrowing. These areas
should have abundant plant life with enough sun for basking and
nesting. Gopher tortoises are herbivores, eating grasses, prickly pear
cactus, pine needles, and various berries.
Gopher tortoises spend about 80% of their time in their large (15 ft. long by 6 ft. deep) burrows, but about 350 other species
also use the burrows, including burrowing owls, mice, snakes, and frogs. Because of the importance of these burrows in
housing and protecting essential Florida animal species, the gopher tortoise is considered a keystone species. A keystone
species is a species that has a very large impact on its environment relative to its population size. They help regulate an
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ecosystem, and if they were removed, other species would be displaced and vulnerable to predation. Already, ecosystems
across Florida are suffering from the displacement of the gopher tortoise.
Gopher tortoises are classified as threatened species in Florida, with destruction of their environment being the major threat
to their survival. Fragmentation, the breaking up of their habitats, and degradation, the depletion and poor quality of
resources in their habitat, are reducing livable conditions for these tortoises. These issues are largely due to human
development - the more we build, the more we diminish the natural environment of this essential species. Gopher tortoises
are protected in Florida, so it is illegal to handle or relocate them without a permit. Gopher tortoise burrows are also
protected
under state law.
How You Can Help Protect the Gopher Tortoise:
1) Plant Florida native plants in your yard (for more info: www.fnps.org)
2) Avoid mowing and disturbing areas near gopher tortoise burrows
3) Leave burrows alone and keep children and dogs away
4) Avoid tortoises as they cross the road
5) Track gopher tortoise sightings and concerns using the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission app at
https://public.myfwc.com/HSC/GopherTortoise/
Gopher Tortoise Day at Split Oak Forest is April 9, 2022. Split Oak Forest is managed to protect the habitat of gopher
tortoises. It serves as a mitigation bank, meaning it preserves or creates the natural habitat of the tortoise to compensate for
the development that is reducing the other areas in which they can live. Parking for Gopher Tortoise Day will be at 12175
Clapp Simms Duda Rd, Orlando, FL 32832.
Ultimately, it’s important to preserve the gopher tortoise for its essential role in our ecosystems, and we need to be aware of
the ways our actions impact their survival. Celebrate Gopher Tortoise Day on April 9th!

Elections
Thank you so much to all of our members who voted in our
Annual Elections in January! At our February Board Meeting
we officially welcomed our new Treasurer Jim Moody as
well as returning Chapter Representative Tayler Figueroa
and Membership Committee Chair Jennifer Adams for the
2022-2024 term.

Join
Our
Member
Group!
We have a Pine Lily member’s only
Facebook group!
We know not everyone uses social media, but for those that
do, please consider joining our private member’s group on
Facebook. It’s a great way to easily communicate with each
other and a great place to ask questions or share
information, photos, and ideas. Most of our news and events
are first shared in our group before we have a chance to get
our newsletters out. It’s also where we post our member’s
only events and links that we don’t post on our main page.
You can visit this link to answer the questions and request to
join: https://www.facebook.com/groups/fnpspinelily/.

Pine Lily Chapter Leadership Team
President – Karina Veaudry
President Elect – VACANT
Chapter Representative – Tayler Figueroa
Secretary – VACANT
Treasurer – Jim Moody
Policy & Legislation Comm. Chair – Valerie Anderson
Education & Outreach Comm. Chair – VACANT
Conservation Committee Chair – Acaica Dunkley
Conservation Committee Vice Chair – Sandy Webb
Membership Comm. Chair – Jennifer Cobb Adams
Publicity Committee Chair – VACANT
Newsletter Editor – VACANT
Website Manager – Mark Gaspar
Field Trip Coordinator – VACANT
Social Media Coordinator – VACANT
Serving on a Non-profit Board of Directors is the perfect
opportunity to gain experience in each respective area of
interest and make personal and professional connections that
can assist with hobbies, conservation of native ecosystems,
community service hours, extra credit, internships, careers,
and getting to know your community and political processes.
If you are interested in serving in a role that is currently vacant
or becoming an intern with the Pine Lily Chapter, please
contact Karina Veaudry at kveaudry@nfclandscape.com or
(321) 388-4781.

Upcoming Meetings & Events
Links to online meeting presentations are sent via
email to members and can be found in the
newsletters and on social media.
March 20 – Invasive Species Removal
o Lake Lizzie North Loop
March 24 – Spring Garden Chat
o Virtual Chapter Meeting
March 26 Field Trip – Split Oak Forest
April 28 – Chapter Meeting
o Speaker TBA

Native Plant Nursery
Green Isle Gardens Native Plant Nursery

Specializing in Florida native plants and wildflowers,
with a focus on upland plant species. The nursery has
8 acres under production and features more than
150 species of native plants.
11303 FL-33, Groveland, FL 34736
(352) 396-6831

Support Pine Lily Through PayPal

If you value the work that we do of conservation,
preservation, and restoration of Osceola County’s native
plants and native plant communities, please consider
donating through PayPal to support our Chapter.

Let’s keep in touch!
Click the icons below to visit Pine Lily Chapter
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages

Support Pine Lily Through AmazonSmile
Please consider choosing Florida Native Plant Society Pine
Lily Chapter Inc as your charity when placing Amazon
orders through AmazonSmile. Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible products to the Pine Lily
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.
Thank You!

Pine Lily Chapter Email:
PineLily@FNPS.org
Pine Lily Chapter Website:
Pinelily.fnpschapter.org

