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In Bloom:
Sweetscented pigeon-wing (Clitoria fragrans) and Florida bonamia (Bonamia grandiflora)
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Species spotlight:
Turkey Tangle Frogfruit (Phyla nodiflora): Sometimes treated as a
weed, Turkey Tangle Frogfruit can be used as an excellent ground cover
and is evergreen in warm weather. It is also evergreen in areas protected
from frost. It spreads vigorously. It is an attractive plant rambling over
boulders or the edges of hanging baskets. It also can tolerate drought and
flooding. Frogfruit is a larval host and/or nectar source for Phaon
Crescent and White Peacock butterflies.
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Florida Moon Garden
A moon garden's night blooming flowers emit a wonderful fragrance for our own enjoyment,
and the foliage is also beautiful to observe in the silvery glow of the moonlight.
Plant your moon garden near a window so the evening breeze will carry the fragrance indoors.
A bench for evening observation is a wonderful way to enjoy the aromatic flowers and magical
surroundings. Native trees with blooms that are fragrant in the evenings are basswood (Tilia
americana) & Pygmy fringe tree (Chionanthus pygmaea). Pygmy fringe tree fragrance is reminiscent
of cotton candy. Virginia willow (Itea virginica) and yucca (Yucca filamentosa) are low growing
shrubs with fragrant evening flowers. Moonflower (Ipomoea alba) is a vine with large white
flowers that release an evening fragrance. Night blooming ruellia (Ruellia noctiflora) and
narrowleaf evening primrose (Oenothera fruticosa) are low growing, fragrant, evening blooming
flowers.
Fragrant flowers are important in a moon garden, but planting other natives with
contrasting foliage in and around the night blooming flowers is another consideration.
Contrasting textures of foliage can create a glowing appearance when reflecting moonlight.
Natives such as yucca (Yucca filamentosa) and Button snakeroot (Eryngium yuccifolium) have
interesting sword shaped foliage and tall flower stalks. Adam's needle has white bell shaped
flowers (that are also fragrant at night) and Button snakeroot has small, white, globe shaped
flowers. Beach tea (Croton punctatus) and silver croton (Croton argyranthemus) have silvery-green
foliage with white flowers. Not only will the beautiful, white, shaggy flowers of the pygmy
fringe tree (Chionanthus pygmaea) add fragrance, but they will also provide another texture
element. The bent, gnarled trunk of a sparkleberry (Vaccinium arboreum), the fine foliage of
rosemary (Conradina spp.), or the purple flowers and leaf bracts of dotted horsemint (Monarda
punctata) all contribute other interesting textures. Placing a few rocks in and around the moon
garden adds a completely different texture element and also light reflecting surfaces.
You can share your appreciation for the beauty of the moon garden with feeding moths
and other insects that in turn attract feeding bats. The insects that are attracted to your moon
garden will in turn attract bats that can eat their own weight in insects each evening. Bats are a
wonderful means of insect control and a wonder to watch as well. All of the bats in our area
are insectivores and much of their food supply has been diminshed by pesticide use. Contrary
to popular belief bats will not fly into your hair and in fact in flight they can maneuver around
objects as fine as a human hair.
Night blooming flowers use their light reflecting properties and fragrance to attract
insects for pollination. They are therefore white, or light in color, in order to reflect the
moonlight and advertise their beauty to passing moths and other insects. Sphinx moths are the
primary pollinators of night blooming flowers.
Your reward for being creative and experiment will be a beautiful new dimension to your
landscape.
Some examples of moon garden plants and trees:
Elderberry (Sambucus nigra subsp. canadensis) - white flowers to reflect the moonlight.;
birds love the berries; people used to make jams and jellies from the berries; birds love to use
the branches as nesting material.
Source: Hernando Chapter of the FNPS

Pygmy fringe tree (Chionanthus pygmaea) - a deciduous tree reaching 6 feet in
height. The small white drooping flowers appear in the spring. It is found in sand pine scrub.
It grows in full sun to part shade with average moisture. It is listed as endangered.
Paw Paw (Asimina reticulada) - White flowers to reflect moonlight; great butterfly
attracter
Rain Lily (Zephyranthes atamasca) - white to reflect moonlight
Rosemary (Conradina spp.) - the foliage of these small shrubs is very aromatic and the
small pale purple flowers that appear in the spring & summer provide nectar for insects. Most
species are found in dry pinelands and scrub. It grows in full sun to part shade with average
moisture.
Dotted horsemint (Monarda punctata) - aromatic perennial wildflower reaching 4 feet
high at maturity. The flowers appear in late spring, summer & fall. The purple leaf bracts are
much more noticeable than the flowers themselves. It is found in meadows, roadsides,
floodplains, and disturbed sites. It grows in full sun to part shade with average moisture. The
leaves, flowers & leaf bracts make an excellent tea. A good nectar plant for insects.
Yucca (Yucca filamentosa) - the flowers of this perennial are open all day, but at night
the blossoms lift up and release a fragrance to attract moths. Yucca flowers are pollinated by the
Yucca moth to insure that the egg that she lays in each flower will have seeds to eat. It is also
the larval food for the Yucca skipper, which lays her eggs on the underside of the leaves. The
larva eat the leaf and pupate in the roots.
Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora) - Great landscape tree; very fragrant white
flowers; white flowers to reflect the moonlight; great shade for Florida's hot sun.
Elderberry
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Rosemary
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Yucca
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Source: Hernando Chapter of the FNPS
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WEED ALERT!
Torpedograss (Panicum repens)
Synonym(s): torpedo grass, couch panicum, wainaku grass, creeping panic
Torpedograss is one of the most serious weeds in Florida. It grows in or near shallow
waters forming monocultures where it can quickly displace native vegetation. It can also be
found in more upland situations and is a frequent problem in sod production. Native to Africa
and/or Asia, it was introduced to the United States before 1876, primarily through seed used for
forage crops. In the early 1900’s the United States Department of Agriculture imported and
distributed torpedograss seed for planting in pasturelands, providing forage for cattle.
Torpedograss is in the family Poaceae, including grasses such as cogongrass and
bermudagrass. It is called torpedograss because of its sharply pointed or torpedo-like
growing tips. By 1992, torpedograss had taken over 70% of Florida’s public waters. The
largest infestations can be found in Lake Okeechobee where it displaces close to 7,000 acres
of native marsh. Torpedograss management costs approximately $2 million a year in flood
control systems. This species can occur in a wide variety of habitats.
Torpedograss can grow up to 3 ft. (1 m) tall, with hairy leaf sheaths (fig.1) and hair on
the upper margins of the leaves. Leaf blades are stiff, linear, flat or folded (fig.2); the surface
often with a waxy or whitish coating. Flowering occurs nearly year round. Flowers develop
in branched, open inflorescences (flowering part of the plant) that are 2.8-7.1 in. (7-18 cm)
long. It has a panicle-type (branching flower cluster) inflorescence (fig.3) 3-9 inches long.
Plants are salt-tolerant and usually found in damp soils of riparian zones, but can also be
found in pastures and on sand dunes.

Fig. 3
Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Source: http://www.invasive.org/species

Events around town
Pine Lily Picnic Social
co-hosted by

The Osceola County Master Gardeners
Thursday, June 18 - 5pm to 8pm
Bring a food dish (or two) that can be shared with everyone else, in a “pot luck”
style. Suggestions include finger sandwiches, hors d'oeuvres, salads or something
similar. If your dish requires a serving spoon, etc. please bring one along. Plates, cups,
napkins and utensils will be provided. There will be some beverages and ice. A grill
will be available if you are inclined to cook. We are trying to get a rough count of
attendees, so if you can, please email PineLilyFNPS@aol.com with a count of how
many of you plan on joining us. However, if you are last minute or not sure at this
time, please feel free to just come ahead. It is not vital that you email.
Children's Activities at 5:30 pm - Jenny Welch will be providing a nature-oriented
program for your children to participate in, followed by dinner at 6:30 pm.
Plant walk guided by Pine Lily member, Eleanor Foerste (University of Florida –
IFAS Extension) at 7pm.
Join us! Park admission free. For more info email PineLilyFNPS@aol.com
Ralph V. Chisholm (EAST LAKE) Park
off Narcoossee Road (Hwy 15)
4700 Chisholm Park Trail - St. Cloud, FL

Cajun Crawfish Festival
Friday, June 12 - 7pm to 8pm
St. Cloud Main Street Program is hosting their annual Crawfish Festival on Friday,
June 12, 2009, from 7PM-10PM in downtown St. Cloud. There will be crawfish and
all the fixings along with live entertainment by Gris Gris, various food and craft
vendors and a cornhole contest. Beer will also be available. Event is free. Various
vendors charge accordingly for their food.
Centennial Park
1210 Pennsylvania Avenue
Saint Cloud, FL 34769

18th Annual Harvest Festival
June 12 and June 13 (10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.)
June 14 (11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.)
Arts & Crafts, Live Music, Wine, Food, Grape Stomping. Admission: $2.00 Donation
for the Hospice Foundation.
Lakeridge Winery (19239 US 27 North, Clermont, FL)

Trip to Nicaragua’s Ecological Areas
Begins July 16, 2009
A unique trip designed for FNPS sponsored by Latin American Adventures, LLC.
www.latinamericanadventuresllc.com For questions:
raimundochavarria@yahoo.com or 954-662-1539. The $2,995.00 cost includes all
meals, lodging, all ground transportation, air transportation to Nicaragua, air travel
within the country and all activities (entrance fees to parks, reserves and preserves).
Limited to the first 20 people to register.

Very special events going on throughout June in FL:
This is the height of gopher tortoise nesting season. Indigo snakes lay their eggs,
sometimes in gopher tortoise burrows. Female alligators are building nests. Redcockaded woodpecker nestlings hatch. Snook begin moving out to inlets and
passes. Black skimmers and laughing gulls hatch. Now that it’s raining, listen for
eastern narrowmouth toad calls (“baaa”).

Yikes!!
In our May newsletter, I mentioned four species of grass as Fl natives (Cogongrass article),
but actually only one, Broomsedge (Andropogon virginicus) is a native. The other three are not
and Vasey grass (Paspalum urvillei ) and Johnsongrass (Sorghum haplense) are invasive,
aggressive grasses. Thank you, Danny for pointing it out!

Vasey grass: Bad, bad,
bad grass!

Johnsongrass: very
agressive

*Special thanks to consultants Jenny Welch, Loret Thatcher and Danny Husband.
You guys are the best!

We have a diverse constituency
and want to make sure we are
doing our best at meeting your
needs. If you have ideas for
program topics, speakers or
field trips, please feel free to
send
an
email
to
mjohnson@ecotonelanddesign.
com
Don’t forget our Next Meeting
is on June 18th at 6:30 p.m. at
First United Methodist Church
in Kissimmee, located at the
corner of Dakin Ave. and
Church St.
We are always looking for people to
help make our chapter everything it can
be. If you ever feel you would like to
lend a helping hand please just contact
any of our board members.

The Board of Directors, Committee
Chairmen, and Contacts
President: Mark Johnson
mjohnson@ecotonelanddesign.com
Vice President: Kimberly Duffy
kduffy@stcloud.org
Treasurer: Cindy Meketa
cmeketa@netzero.net
Secretary and Field Trip:
Danny Husband
dhusband@tnc.org
Chapter Representative:
Christina Uranowski
curanowski@aol.com
Events Coordinator: Jenny Welch
mwelch@cfl.rr.com
Membership: Sue Parent
longwing_34746@yahoo.com
Publicity: Loret Thatcher
pinelilyfnps@aol.com
Newsletter: Claudia Canty
thelilypad_fnps@hotmail.com

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application
Membership in the Floirda Native Plant Society enables you to receive their
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the FNPS also entitles
you to membership privileges in the Pine Lily Chapter of the FNPS and a
subscription to their monthly newsletter The Lily Pad.
w New Member

w Renewal

Name _____________________________________________________

Check pertinent category
w
w
w
w
w
w

Individual $25
w Not-for-profit
Full time student $15
organization $50
Library subscription $15 w Business or
Family or household $30
corporate $100
Contributing $40
w Donor $250
Supporting $250

Business name or organization _________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
City, State and Zip ___________________________________________
Home phone ____________________ Work phone _________________

Make check payable to: FNPS
Detach and mail to:
Pine Lily Chapter of
Florida Native Plant Society
P.O. Box 278
Melbourne, FL 32902-0278

