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Species spotlight: Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberosa)
Family: Asclepiadaceae
Butterfly weed is a member of the milkweed
family. The plants grow to two feet tall and
flower from July to September. The flower colors
are orange, red and yellow. The
plant will not flower freely until well established.
The best sites have exposure to sun or partial
shade and almost any soil. The plant tolerates dry
soil but not heavy soil. Butterfly weed is slow to
start growth in the spring. Mark its location to
prevent damage to easily injured dormant
crowns. A taproot makes transplanting difficult.
Once established do not disturb butterfly weed
unnecessarily. Mass planting attracts
hummingbirds.

Native Garden
Garden fever
Use the cooler temperatures and winter rains to add native plants to your yard now-especially those
that provide food for wildlife.

What’s blooming
This month, look for blooming yellow starry rosinweed, Silphium asteriscus; the red berries of jack-in
the pulpit, Arisaema triphyllum; blackeyed susan, Rudbeckia hirta and some late yellow star-grass,
Hypoxis juncea

Restoring Florida’s ecosystems
Nancy J. Bissett (Restoration Ecologist, Horticulturist, and Botanist) and William F.
Bissett (Landscape Architect), established The Natives, Inc. in 1983 and were the first ones to do
upland restoration in scrub, sandhill and flatwoods ecosystems.
Along with 15 employees and managers they have been restoring upland these
ecosystems, seepage slope, and wet prairies since 1985. Successful restoration of fire driven
communities such as sandhill and flatwoods which are best described as savannahs require that a
low-intensity ground fire be able to carry through the communities by a cover of grasses and forbs.
In order to make it financially possible to restore these systems, The Natives’ team began
developing the techniques and seeding the groundcover of these ecosystems in 1994 and have
successfully seeded dozens of sites since then.
Restoration begins thorough site preparation, by removing a bahia grass or weed cover
and preparing a seed-bed ready site. Seed is harvested mechanically and by hand.
Seed is carefully spread, dried, and sorted in preparation for seeding.

The seeding of sites begins soon after the main harvest in November and extends through January to
get maximum germination. Seed is spread mechanically with a modified sod sprigger or Grasslander.

After the groundcover is established, containerized trees and shrubs are planted. Sites
varying in size from 5 to 400 acres have been restored.

Source: www.thenatives.net

Nancy Bissett presented about “Restoring upland ecosystems: turning pasture into
flatwoods, sandhills and scrub by seeding and planting” on our last meeting,
September 17th.

Florida Native Plant Society Board of Directors Meeting Synopsis
August 15, 2009
- Gene Kelly announced that FNPS will be inviting Native Plant societies from the Southeast
United States to the 2010 FNPS 30th Anniversary Conference and a summit meeting will occur to
discuss national issues.
- The conference is May 20-23, 2010 at the Leon County Civic Center in Tallahassee. Go to the
conference section of the FNPS website over the next couple of months for schedule information
and updates.
- FNPS will pursue proposing to the Florida legislature that they pass a resolution making the
month of May officially known as ‘Native Plant Appreciation month’.
- FNPS is a member of EarthShare, which is part of the United Way giving network, a volunteer is
needed to publicize and campaign to chapter members and government employees to choose the
Florida Native Plant Society when donating through EarthShare/United Way.
- Cindy Liberton is updating the FNPS Handbook so that it is more of a resource for chapters.
The current handbook is on the website. If chapters have any suggestions for what information to
add to the handbook contact Cindy at Liberton@nextstepscollective.com
- Volunteers needed: Social marketing director, Public Relations Director, Land Management
Subcommittee members. If anyone is interested, contact Karina Veaudry, her email is on the
website.
- FNPS Education Committee Chair, Kari Ruder, is looking for native landscape photos. Please
send your photos to kari@naturewiseplants.com
- Membership Committee Chair, Shirley Denton, needs a list of people from each chapter who are
responsible for Membership. Contact Shirley at ecotypes@myrapidsys.com
- The Florida Native Plant Society has joined the Florida Native Plant Partnership as a founding
member. The “Native Plant Partnership” is a collaboration between the Executive Directors of the
Florida Native Plant Society, the Florida Wildflower Foundation, the Association of Florida Native
Nurseries and the Florida Wildflower Seed and Plant Growers. These individuals will work
together on objectives and projects pertaining to the similar overlap in the organizations’ mission
for the use, promotion, conservation and protection of Florida’s native plants and wildflowers and
their habitats.
Here are (4) ways to fund raise for the Florida Native Plant Society:
1. If you or someone you know is s state employee, the Florida State Employees' Charitable
Campaign (FSECC) will be contacting you to request that you sign up. So that you know, there

is an option to choose the Florida Native Plant Society as your charitable organization choice.
Please forward this information to anyone you know who is a state employee.
2. Those public agency employees who have employers that offer Earthshare can also select
FNPS as the Charitable organization. FNPS is seeking an Earthshare Coordinator, please contact
Vice President of Finance, Steve Woodmansee at smwood@bellsouth.net
3. As individuals, we can use a search engine and do our shopping online through GoodSearch
and raise funds for FNPS by just doing every day business. The Florida Native Plant Society is also
a member of GoodSearch. Just go to the site http://www.goodsearch.com/ choose
FNPS/Melbourne from the pull-down menu and complete your internet searches from that site.
GoodSearch will donate $1 per search to FNPS and you'll be financially helping FNPS without
spending a penny.
4. From the same website as GoodSearch, you can also participate in GoodShop. Many members
make purchases online. Nearly every large and small store ranging from household goods, clothing,
hiking/camping equipment, sporting clothes, office supplies, etc. is represented. By shopping at the
online stores you would normally shop at anyway, go through GoodShop, select FNPS, Melbourne
and FNPS receives up to a 15% of the sales prices in a donation.
The Florida Urban Forestry Council (FUFC) is selling notecards as a
green holiday gift
gift for a fundraising campaign. Purchasing them
supports their efforts to plant and protect urban forests in Florida.
Note Card sets contain 12 cards with four each of three panoramic
photographs donated by artist Steve Vaughn. Purchase and use of
these unique
unique and beautiful cards supports the Council’s efforts and
commitment to plant and save Florida’s urban forests for future
$20 (plus 2.95 for shipping)
generations.

Order onon-line or download an order form at www.fufc.com

Very special events
vents going on throughout October in Florida
Watch for chimney swift migrations, as well as peregrine falcons. Black bears are
gathering food; Gray foxes are pairing this month. Flying squirrels are raising
their second
second litters, gathering ripening nuts.

The Natives Retail Saturday!
October 17th
9:30 AMAM- 3:30 PM
Lots of shrubs, flowering trees, native grasses, and wildflowers for you to
chose from in our new retail area.
For questions call 863863-422422-6664 or 863863-287287-3903
And if you’re
you’re still wondering
wondering why to garden with native plants:
• It saves money and time
• It reduces pollution in waterbodies and yards
• It saves water
• Plants are healthier & better able to resist pests and diseases
• Yards are healthier for people, pets and wildlife
• Some wildflowers, such as Golpher Apple (Licania michauxii) develop fruit that
supports endangered species.
• Native plants and wildflowers typically require not only less water, but little or no
fertilizer
• When you use natives in your landscape, you are helping to support Florida’s
natural heritage and ecosystems

•

Nearly 200 species of butterflies, some of which occur only in Florida and no
where else in the world, lay their eggs and feed young caterpillars only on specific
native plants.

Fall Tour of
of Gardens
Sunday, October 15 (10 am – 4 pm)
pm)
Hosted by the Central Florida Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society, the Fall Tour of
Gardens, offers an excellent opportunity to learn how to enhance the natural beauty of your
landscape and neighborhood with native plants. Florida’s natives can help you save water,
energy, and money.
Tickets are $5, which includes a brochure with garden descriptions,
highlights and locations. Tickets are available at Green Images Native
Landscape Plants (E. Orlando), Biosphere Consulting, Inc. (W.
Orlando), South Seminole Farm and Nursery (Casselberry), and Blodgett
Gardens (College Park). Hurry, tickets are limited.
For more info visit
http://www.fnps.org/pages/chapters/chapterpg.php?keyword=Tarflower

Ami Gore with the City of Kissimmee will be presenting about “Storm
“Storm drains
and the ‘Adopt
‘Adopt a drain’
drain’ program”
program”.
We have a diverse constituency
and want to make sure we are
doing our best at meeting your
needs. If you have ideas for
program topics, speakers or field
trips, please feel free to send an
email
to
mjohnson@ecotonelanddesign.com

Don’t forget our Next Meeting is
on Oct 15th at 6:30 p.m. at First
United Methodist Church in
Kissimmee, located at the corner
of Dakin Ave. and Church St.
We are always looking for people to help
make our chapter everything it can be. If
you ever feel you would like to lend a
helping hand please just contact any of our

The Board of Directors, Committee
Chairmen, and Contacts
President: Mark Johnson
mjohnson@ecotonelanddesign.com
Vice President: Kimberly Duffy
kduffy@stcloud.org
Treasurer: Cindy Meketa
cmeketa@netzero.net
Secretary and Field Trip:
Danny Husband
dhusband@tnc.org
Chapter Representative:
Christina Uranowski
curanowski@aol.com
Events Coordinator: Jenny Welch
mwelch@cfl.rr.com
Membership: Sue Parent
longwing_34746@yahoo.com
Publicity: Loret Thatcher
pinelilyfnps@aol.com
Newsletter: Claudia Canty
thelilypad_fnps@hotmail.com

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application
Membership in the Floirda Native Plant Society enables you to receive their
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the FNPS also entitles
you to membership privileges in the Pine Lily Chapter of the FNPS and a
subscription to their monthly newsletter The Lily Pad.
w New Member

w Renewal

Name _____________________________________________________

Check pertinent category
w Individual $25
w Not-for-profit
w Full time student $15
organization $50
w Library subscription $15 w Business or
w Family or household $30
corporate $100
w Contributing $40 w Donor $250
w Supporting $250

Business name or organization _________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
City, State and Zip ___________________________________________
Home phone ____________________ Work phone _________________

Make check payable to: FNPS
Detach and mail to:
Pine Lily Chapter of
Florida Native Plant Society
P.O. Box 278
Melbourne, FL 32902-0278

